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> ftaftvo RRt VJjcj<q|n t?bl'3 5C5T R(RI 

> »a1i> R?imvo ^s^cs5 <hw(?t ^5)^151 R%° <T>pKjRcH<i c^wr^i^sf ^c^i 

^ »a?pf& «q»|vsi Raft's 'ojMPi dtvoc^lPlvola 'STw^tl vqf?f<Tr ^l<r»c<l<H I 

July 01,2017 


First anniversary (<lf^1/ ^TfwRcjtm) of Holey Artisan attack 
What have we learnt? 

On this day our thoughts and prayers are with the families and friends of the 22 victims 
of the most horrendous terrorist attack RRC5C5T vaasssi > 13 1^1 3 T*FTt) at Holey Artisan 
Bakery on July 1, 2016. We mourn (<?TR> ^RT) with them the loss of nine Italians, 
seven Japanese, five Bangladeshis (one of them also a US citizen and two police 
officers) and one Indian. Many of the foreigners had come to this country to help with 
its development. 

The brutality (<j<T<jvo|) of the attack and deliberate singling out (c^^tsfCTTf^wTR 
<TraT) of foreigners or those not considered 'proper Muslims' have brought to the fore 
(R^rcrr Rest a different dimension ?TT^T) to religious terrorism. It was 

an attack on our syncretic culture and has left us with deep 

psychological and emotional wounds (RRrR). The devastating blows (RTRo) 

to our economy in the aftermath (■^TTH) of the attack, which caused the hospitality 
and tourism industry the most harm and adversely (f^RRvaTR) affected foreign 
investment, indicate that there was a clear goal to cripple (^Mf) the country. There 
were sporadic (R%S) attacks on foreigners before the July 1 attack which hint ( 

(PRT) at a long-drawn-out (Rcwfw) plan to mar Bangladesh's image abroad. 

So far our government's continuous efforts to raid terrorist dens (^lajl^NR (RRCvo 
ojI^mT) and arrest militants (vsr^t) have been fairly successful. But that does not mean 
that militant activities have stopped or that there is no longer a threat of an attack. 

Legal loopholes (rRctr RRk*pI<m) that allow suspected militants (^TCR^RkT 
to obtain bail (Rll^T) so that they can commit crimes, and unchecked spread of militant 
ideology in prisons (^M‘TR/CvSRT) and places of worship and education are some of the 
key factors that have to be addressed immediately. The July 1 attackers were educated 
youths from well-to-do families. ‘ ? tf?RTCTT) How and where were they 
indoctrinated r\3?tt) to commit such heinous crimes (vSRRT R'TTR) in the name 
of religion? What about other such youths who have accepted this twisted ideology? 

*JT?TTT) Where are they? 

These are crucial questions (Rvoj<? £R) that we need answers to. Alongside 

(i£R the constant vigilance, (ojRuci oivo<^vot) security measures and 

operations to unearth terrorist dens, (^wt^RT%TC R we must all 

work together to spread a counter-narrative to militant ideology. (^Tai^lHlcpRR^fftvo 
*tRTT #3>C5T R(vo) Without this all counter-terrorism efforts will be in vain. (^R) 
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July 02,2017 


Steady rise ('^vb/'ajfabfavo ^%) in Swiss Bank deposits 
What has been done to stem the outflow? ( 

For five years in a row, deposits from Bangladesh in Swiss banks have risen on average 
20 percent every year since 2013, to Tk5,575. Over the years, as per the Global Financial 
Integrity report f^Tfif) in 2014, Bangladesh has lost between 6 and 9 billion 

USD to illegal money outflow. 

There was a time when India was topping the charts of GFI reports, but 

policy reforms in India and an annual automatic exchange of banking 

information with Switzerland paved the way (*Rf orient) for getting financial 
information on bank accounts held by Indian citizens in that country and vice-versa 
led to nearly a 50 percent drop in Indian deposits in Swiss banks over a 
one year period. 

The finance minister has said that government steps to prevent laundering of money 
(^5j?f CTTC«t) would be visible next month. And that is what begs the question. Given 
that the data of deposits in Swiss banks has been in public domain since 1996, and that 
there has been a steady increase in the deposit amount every year since 2005, why has 
no effective action been taken as yet to determine whether those are legally transferred 
amount or otherwise, and appropriate measures (^RITSRr taken to stymie (C^TC^J) 
the illegal outflow of money. And more so, when there is the Money Laundering Act 
which was amended (^CTtf^vo) in 2012, during the tenure of this government. 

It is regrettable that while legal means of money transfer outside the country faces 
many restrictions there seems to be no impediment (^T^JT) to illegal transfer and no 
palpable effective measures (sI'SIsjmI^T Tlw to prevent them. Flas the 

government done anything to find out the final destination of the several thousand 
crores taken out of some state owned banks like the Basic Bank? 

While there are adequate rules and regulations there is little implementation, as per the 
view of the Asia / Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG) that visited Bangladesh 
last year. And thus one may ask why this apparent reluctance (oj^Tkr) for decisive 

action. Is the administration worried that it would release a can of worms? 
((RTTTTaf® TOMvSttcT) 


July 03,2017 


Crossfire 1 deaths and enforced disappearances 'SH) continue 
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We deserve (grmjAflft ^Tf) an explanation 

The latest report of the human rights watchdog (<d<d^l4>l^1) Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) is 
worrying. Apart from 68 people killed in "shootouts" and "crossfire" encounters (gcsirgft 
with the police and other law enforcing agencies in the first six months of 2017, 44 
persons were picked up, allegedly (^aRTCT) by people identifying themselves as 
members of the law enforcing agencies, (v>j|^ch summit according to ASK, 
during this period. 

The encounter deaths, most of them either in "shootouts" or "crossfire", are actually a 
euphemism (^aT^T) for extrajudicial killings (f%FT<refhfvo ^oJT) that betray (f^TPr 
^Tl\o<r>\ol ^T/^br CTT5TT) the state agencies' disregard for the rule of law. 
v*j<|' 33T) The frightful aspect of these phenomena ^fEbrR v3?jI<r fw) is that 

deaths and disappearances have continued to occur, as evident from 

the ASK report. 

For example, between January and November 2016 there were 173 deaths in similar 
circumstances (^iQR^Ko) while 88 people were abducted (^f^T) during that period, 
according to family members, colleagues and eyewitnesses of the victims. 

While no one can contest the right of the law enforcing agencies to defend (^TT 

T4f) themselves, and that encounters with criminals are not beyond the 
pale, (^brRTT the circumstances of some of these encounters and the ensuing 

deaths of the alleged criminals stretch the credulity sTTTvoT ‘TtVRT) 

even of the most credulous. 2R°f) 

As for the disappearances, it is not enough for the law enforcement agencies to contest 
the statement of the witnesses. Forty-four people have disappeared and it should be for 
the police and the intelligence agencies (CTTCSF^TT sr^T) to determine their whereabouts. 

It should be a matter of serious concern for them if there are groups posing as 
plainclothes policemen (5TM C^HT^rfft going around abducting with impunity. 

Bullet-riddled bodies of a few of the abducted were later 

found. 

These are serious matters and we deserve to know what the reaction (sifofoRT) of the 
state has been in this regard in terms of palpable action (2f€t?RT?r against the 

breach of rule of law. (^rboTT x tT3R Everyone deserves the protection of the state, 
even alleged criminals. ^srPTf^t) 


Why so many children out of school? (^(TR 

It is disheartening ^RT) to note that there are about 10 million out-of-school 

children, adolescents (f^CTR) and youths in Bangladesh, as revealed (sR^lbFo) by a 
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new Unesco policy paper. Some of the reasons mentioned in the paper as to 

why that is the case were related to their living conditions, financial constraints 
and social adversities. 

Data from the study shows that approximately (*1v5*lv5v5T) 7.1 million youths and 2 
million adolescents in the country are not attending school. Despite the progress that 
has been made in the education sector over the years, the statistics clearly show that 
there is still room for much improvement, as Bangladesh right now has the fifth highest 
number of out-of-school adolescents and the third largest number of out-of-school 
youths in the world, only ahead of India and Pakistan. 

Other studies have shown, meanwhile, that education has both direct and indirect 
impacts on economic growth iSafe) and poverty reduction. One of Unesco's 

own report suggests that with only minor improvements in the education sector, the 
world poverty rate could be reduced quite drastically^^^TRet) 

Thus, education is obviously a worthwhile (cilva^H) investment. So what are the steps 
that the government is taking to address this shortfall? What programmes does 

it plan on introducing to plug the lacuna? *01*1) 

These are questions that the authorities should seriously consider. Moreover, the 
authorities should also come up with concrete plans *|Q«v 5 mI?j f^c?r to 
address the shortfalls in the sector and try to bring all youths and adolescents under the 
umbrella of having a decent education. f^PSTT) 


July 04,2017 


16th Amendment scrapped (CTt^T ^Tf%cT) 

A positive move for democracy 

We welcome the Supreme Court's verdict (vyl^sil 

upholding (*r C&) the High Court ruling that declared the 16th Amendment of the 
Constitution, which empowered 2PTTT TTPT TT) the parliament to 

impeach (vulva^T) any apex court (^2INC^) judge, illegal. The verdict finally 
reinstates ^T) the fundamental scheme *^3rr/*lQ<fr$Ml) of our 

Constitution that separates power between various organs of the state. (Rfosi 

Those who argue Wf / OTsJTCfTT) that in many 

countries the parliament is empowered to impeach an apex court judge forget the fact 
that there is no Article 70 hanging as the Damocles sword (vul^isi vsrPT^T; ^rc^r 

simfWT) on the head of those MPs. And in fact, Article 70 of the Constitution was one 
of the factors considered in the ruling against the 16th Amendment. The fact is that the 
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original character of our parliament has undergone (?w ^rtV3?JT) significant change 
with the introduction of Article 70 that prevents an MP from voting freely. A majoritarian 
parliament, such as we have now, makes it difficult to maintain objectivity 
when dealing with matters as crucial as the appointment or impeachment of 

judges. 

Thus while some may argue that the 16th Amendment would have restored 
M) the Constitution to its original 1972 state, the current scenario makes such hopes 
impracticable. Rather, the removal of this amendment will uphold the original character 
of the Constitution by ensuring a judiciary that will work in unison with the 

executive but at the same time be independent of it. It will also allow for the enactment 
of a law (ojl^cH-SRra'T) on the appointment of judges to uphold (jpr rat) the 
independence and dignity of the apex court. Controversial (Rvof^vo)appointments in the 
past in the absence of a law in this regard have severely undermined ^ITC&T 

the image of the SC. 

It will, therefore, be prudent for the legislators (^JlcH sfcrarora) to see 

the merit of this verdict, instead of a setback, which should help end any 

tussle (#3" civbte) between the judiciary and the executive. Certainly, the verdict upholds 
the dignity(M*JH) of the judiciary and the fundamental values of the Constitution. 

July 05,2017 


Flood situation in Sylhet division dire (etT^f?:) 

Gear up flood relief and rescue operations (raj? ^TT 'SrRraTT <[% <p<*>oi) 

The flood situation in Sylhet region >3^TRra) has been deteriorating 

over the last 10 days with water levels rising in all major rivers; the incessant rain 

has caused overflowing (?Tff%vo) of major water bodies. There is serious 
danger of landslides (vgf^r *jra) in the hilly regions (‘ 5 Tf^Tvft ^^Tt^ra) and more than 
100,000 people have been marooned across several upazilas. We are 

informed that flooding of haor areas will cause another round of loss in production of 
Aus paddy planted across 3,000 acres, which have already been inundated (?Ttf%vo) and 
farmers will bear the brunt (ra^T) of crop loss. Besides disrupting day-to-day life, 
(cuchPhoi v£*|<M*jKgT^vo) thousands of people are now facing problems with cooking as 
more areas go under water, (^ifra Although we are informed that emergency relief 
is being distributed, the relief and rescue (^T^) operations must be geared up 
Mf) even more. And it would be best to prepare now for post-flood relief (rajT 
tgH) and rehabilitation operations which will bring diseases as flood 

waters recede. ^v3?JT/ %(<I ^Tv3W ?TTv3?rr) 

As with every major flood, people in the affected areas are likely to 

(>i<s<ivo) face problems with safe drinking water and hence we hope authorities are 
already mapping flooded areas to make these available. What we do not want is the 
supply of expired medication, (crara era ^V3?JT v3^<) instances of which happened 
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during the floods last August. Hundreds of thousands of people will require access to 
essential drugs and survival food kits. (ofc& vspu grcsrivai^lsj ^JTRJ) 

Farmers will require financial assistance (vsnf^N* a-Rlavoi) to defray the costs of lost 
crops, (3T3TOTT ^(>o) and all this requires detailed planning and 

execution (^T^T?R). We hope that, given our significant experience and expertise 
(vajfo'93voM3, \^l?r) in handling natural disasters, (2jl^fc>4> the administration is 
ensuring that the contingency plans are in place so that the flood- 

affected people can return home and be rehabilitated (^JoRtfe) as soon as the flood 
waters recede.^rtV3?n) 

July 06,2017 


Boiler explosion in Gazipur WIW f%P3pf^°f) 

This was no accident (^i3T O^FT f%^T ?rt) 

In yet another industrial disaster the death toll from a boiler 

explosion in the factory of Multifabs Ltd in Gazipur has risen to 13 as of Tuesday. Had 
all the sections of the garment factory remained open on Monday, the number of 
fatalities 3 4°'4JT) might have been much higher. According to reports, the reasons 
behind the boiler explosion are, unsurprisingly, a lack of proper inspection (>il5<p'3lc^ 
^5 j^r) combined with the usage of outdated boilers. 

W) 

In fact this was a disaster f%^) waiting to happen. It was well- 

known that the expiry of the certified period of the boiler 0T5MTG3<I 3^rc?j^ 

(?r?Tm (Tm) was June 24-nine days prior to the explosion. In a brash statement, 
\S^,vo the chairman and managing director of the company has said that 

he didn't "feel it necessary to replace the boiler" which was installed in 2005 and 
according to him the "lifespan of such equipment is 25 years". And 

in a blatant and deliberate disregard for workers' (^fcr^ 'SkF Pm"\s5i «g^ ^c^l<j>vo 
vSRwr) safety, the boiler continued to be operated. Furthermore, Multifabs Ltd is an 
Accord-covered factory vsrf^tfw ^M'4T?rt) and according to the 

executive director of Accord for Bangladesh operations, 82 percent of overall 
remediation items had been verified as completed as of the day of the 

explosion. Despite all this, this avoidable (»gv5Tcm disaster could not be 

averted.(srf^3 ^T) = ^ • 5> rf^r<TOTF i l7 ^Tcrrr ^mrf^ i 

The tragic Tampaco Foils factory fire last September-which was also 

triggered (^rori^r by a boiler explosion and left at least 34 dead-is still fresh in 
our memory, (^5JM0T4 3j%Oo The death toll from boiler 

explosions alone in the last five years is nearly a staggering ^ 00. It 

is clear that some owners have simply refused to heed the warnings. (^TjT 04 
Frrf^ v5re>*rd3$ TFowT'afFroo FroTrc5rm fw vspfNsra 
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Clearly, the system of factory inspection (^H^TRT currently in place is 

inadequate (^PdTS) to ensure the minimum standards of safety. Not only are there not 
enough industrial inspectors (^ifwfo) but the process of inspection also seems to be 
substandard. ?Tf(7P7) The identities of all those individuals responsible for the 
Gazipur industrial disaster immediately need to be established, and they ought to be 
tried in a court of law. (voTGTW f%FTGT<T ^5rf\3vof?j f^c?l ^jprr vSfuvo) 

July 07,2017 


Bangladeshis stuck abroad (^cTT<7T%m f%CTTC? c t '3jlu-^l ^05®) 

Why are they taking such risks? (c^T voT^T ^ f^c?T ^TTCE^?) 

Amidst crackdown on illegal migrants and workers, vajlvtxl^loTW ^*r?r 

^C&TTT the Malaysian authorities have detained (?TRC5]fT5rfa 
total of 789 Bangladeshis who did not have proper documentations for 

staying in the country. Some of them said that it was their employers who had delayed 
(RmRivo) and eventually failed to apply for an enforcement card (e-card), 

preferring to have them working (voTGT^C^ f^c?i) rather than straightening out 

their papers^OT^^T^t^Ts CTT5TGTT), moreover, owing (^C^?IT) them months of salary. 

The e-card would have allowed the labourers to temporarily stay in Malaysia, 

Timrffsnsr ^IT^Cvo) buying them time to obtain valid travel documents. (c/^J 
OTT But it appears, (NOT that their employers had preferred to have them 
continue working on illegally, (voters ^07^ ^Tf%c?r erroo 

C5C?if%(TT?r) as that would give them leverage over the workers who, (crrc5^ voters 
stf^OT^ voters f^T^TC^f 07V3?JT507 ^TM) by lacking proper documentation, would 
be at their employers' mercy, (wi) This kind of worker exploitation across borders is 
not a new phenomenon, (^f?rpQj v5[05 ^ TsTOTTT CTt^T ?T£kT ^?rr ^ra - ) but is a 
problem that the Malaysian authorities must address at their end. 

Consequently, the Bangladeshi authorities must address (^TTMf) 

the causes why migrants and workers are staying abroad illegally. As this newspaper 
reported, around 2,000 Bangladeshis, mostly migrants (ojfo^f^toT^) from Iran, Lebanon 
and Jordan, are currently stuck in Turkey as their attempts to illegally enter Europe were 
foiled. This raises (^?IT*R) the question as to why they would risk their lives to 

try to enter Europe, if not in search of greener pastures.(^sj 

And if that is the case, ^ ^?r) then it is a lack of opportunities at home 

(07(71 ^TTCT^ ^5j\3H) that is forcing thousands of people to travel abroad, at great risks, 
in desperation (^ff^n^TT/^oT’Tt) of finding some means of sustenance. (^fcH wtr '^THTJ) 
This is something that the authorities should address seriously. (^f& f%^?l ^TT 

3^7(<J <7Tv3?rr I 


July 08,2017 
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Dead workers accused for Gazipur boiler blast (*n#t*JplR fRcrgRRCT £f%RRT 
Ojfvi><jv3’) 

Authorities' responsibility cannot be side-lined (‘RTTRlf^T R^vgR^T £R RTR ^\5 T(vo RTCRRT) 

The police have sued ten unidentified persons, (^Pt RRkT^ jwtvo <uRjr fRR^Osh ?R?RT 
R>CRC5) and three staff who lost their lives in the boiler explosion in Multifabs Ltd. 
Thirteen people died in the explosion last Monday, and it was to be expected that the 
police would act immediately. But, to ignore all the other information available, and take 
the shortest route by suing the operators for turning on the boiler is not only ridiculous, 
(^I>ij<m) but as families of the victims fear, raises questions whether those responsible 
would be brought to justice. (fRFTCRR RJTV3RR rim) 

We know that the disaster could have been avoided. (^rr?RT vRfR CR ^v5T(RT (TTCvo 

RTRo) A machine may malfunction (^f^) at any time, but in this case, (fR>$f ^ (RRtR) it 
was kept running even after 9 days of its expiry period. RR (TRIP RCRR 9 Irr R(R 
uoimIRRTRT 5Rl) Even if the argument (^f^) is made that it would be difficult to 
assume that a mishap (^13 <hI) would occur so soon after the date of expiry, it still does 
not in any way justify blaming the workers. (srfRROTR CRtRTCRR R>RTR WR 
(RRCRRTCR^ RRTRRRTCR R>Ri r>cr rt l) If anything, it was the duty of the management to 
replace it well before it reached its expiry. 

The management is claiming that the operators were asked to only work in the day 
(RFT5TRRT RtfR CR ^RTCR^RCRRCR CRR^TRR fRCRR RT3T RR(vo RRT ^CR%R)~as if it 

was the time of running the boilers which caused the explosion. A factory cannot run, as 
it was on the day, without the knowledge and direction of the authorities. The case is 
not only disrespectful to the lives lost, but also an attempt to 

divert the course of justice. (RJtRfRRTCRR RR RfRRvoR R>RfR 2fC5^T\3) Blaming the 
workers for their deaths is an odious (^°U) attempt to hide the negligence of labour 
rights and factory safety. (voTCRR ^R WR ^TfRROTR CRTRTCRR RRT £JR RjfRRRR ^R^ 
RRRRTRTR fRRTR^lR RJRC5R O TTRR RRTR ^)R# RllilRxM gfC^T) Would it be remiss (Rt% 
RiRWR RRT/ f*rf$R RRT) to ask why the workers, and not those who are responsible for 
the safety of workers, are being charged? 

July 09,2017 


Jubo League attacks police (^eTR V3RR ^R^tcTR 3TRRT) 

Ruling party cadres, (^mvoI^Ir rrr RRRTR) a law unto themselves (voTCTR Irgstotr 
^Rfi^^jf^R) 


Yet another incident (RTkRT\3 ^r^ rt5rT) has occurred (RC5C5) on July 6 when some 
members of the Jubo League attacked a police outpost (OP) (Rffis) in Mymensingh 
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from where they tried to snatch (f%pT5T (Trap) the owner of the vandalised 

motorcycle ((TrrtjRSTt^CR^T who had gone to the OP to lodge a complaint. 

(^T%<3mr vsrtT Giv3?rr) Earlier these party activists forcibly (vSi?r^%) took away the 
accused Apu, of Jubo League, from the police who was caught in the act of vandalising 
a motorcycle. 

It seems that the ruling party cadres are a law unto themselves with no one to check 
their excesses. (voTOTT Rtv5RT% /^pMvs*jd The fact that these 

activists feel it within their right («g^ NOT to attack 

uniformed police is shocking. c^lfTT^ ^ppvo ‘^jPptott 3FTTTv5OTr<) 

Precisely pPxj^rcR) what sort of message (P> RFoT) are they giving out to 
ordinary people? (srTRfRTWe applaud the policemen, (v>j|<H<qr 
who are working under difficult circumstances, (RM £1 
WC5) for nabbing (CSTSTR) one of the attackers and catching another later during a drive. 

That an attack has been mounted on a police station (sTTC^rraT cttFTt) is a direct 
challenge to state authority. Contrary to (P^ 05 i) what these AL cadres may think, there 
is such a thing as 'rule of law' x IPtft) and they are not above it. (<qR° vofRf 

x rr3TGT^ ?T?r) We expect nothing short of speedy and severe action 

against such unruly party men (^FTIRT ^f) to put them in their place. This 
incident has done little to reassure (^rp^ Mf) the people that ours is a society that is 
ruled by law. 

Failure to rein in the excesses of Jubo League members RtvSRTp P^jajT 

and bring them to task (pH(RR ^n\3vor?r Pc5T would merely (Pi sa<p go 
to further reinforce the belief that their actions have the acquiescence of the 
administration (SPTFTCTT because they belong to a body aligned to the ruling 

party. 

July 10,2017 


Use of Section 57 against journalists (3TR<ilP<p0TT P^Ojh RfRT 57 
Endangers press freedom P^) 

Despite the law minister's repeated assurance ^rrar^T 3 tg§\ 3) that 

Section 57 of the Information Communication Technology (ICT) Act would be scrapped, 

c&^GTFrf^f pupPP) rrt 57 <nP^ ^ 3 <r) the 

controversial section (pvoRP ^sr^TJTTT) remains alive and well <£IR° RRmr) and 

is being increasingly used to file cases against journalists. (^RtfwdTT Pf^Cjfr ^TT^rcTt 
T7tC?TR WTR vSFIJ TT Now it is reported that, 

PcTfif^pRT^?! CR,) while Section 57 will be removed from the ICT Act, (R^ vjjPPiP 
vxjI^ch <r<r> 57 RRT?jstPc?j C7V3?rr^(R, it will be incorporated in the new Digital Security 
Act, 2016. (^P PPPM PP&PP wf%, ^?016 ^TCTTR l) 
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The purpose of the Digital Security Act, (Rjfe'Dh WTC%^ ^Ftt,) 2016 is to 

address cybercrimes, GTR>lf<Ml ; RT) and although we understand the 

need for such a law, (<3R° ^rf^v3 v^j|<H<ir ^ *R(7R ^rferR experts have time 

and again expressed concerns about the broad and vague definitions in Section 57, 
(f^ei^v&dr 57 ^rrara ftc?j srft ^prc^t) giving 

scope for misuse and endangering freedom of speech and expression. (?To SR^TCR 
^t?rr^r >£)<r° wR^RT^ffiiCE^i) And even though most countries 
around the world now have laws against cybercrimes, flrcR <^%aT’t Ret 

^tt^R f?R^h ^C?IC^,) rarely do we see them being used to curb press 

freedom RTfiRT RRGo R1% vSTOR C2PT fR?WCT RR^R RRT or 

having the scope to do so. (RJRRT iPf&^RRR ^CRMRTTC^i) 

Here, however, we see (^Rfer, R1^C5t^, v>jl?Rr OTRGo RTl) case after case being lodged 
(?TT?FTH “RT ?IT?FTT RTRR RRt against members of the media under Section 57 of 

the ICT Act based on flimsy grounds. (fofellH fe%CR RR l) For example, in the 
last four months alone, (vShlRRRR, Ro FR?Tr(?l^,) at least 21 journalists were 

sued under Section 57 of the ICT Act. (v>JI$fafB Rjf5(cR RRT 57-^R Riffer r^trgr 
RRR tfwR; *rr?Fn RRR RRT 3RC51) It is a greatly disturbing trend, (^f& ^Rfi^ 

RRRoT,) especially given that it completely contradicts the basic principles of 
freedom of speech, thought, expression, etc., (^f& sppjjf rr> RRTCR 

RtfRR ^Tlfvb<i fRRfl'vo l) that are integral to a democracy. (RT RToCajR RjfRC^iJ RIFT) 

There are already numerous ways in which journalists can be held accountable (^fRRRj 
RKRTtweR ^ r^gr# ^RTR RRR^ RRT r<Go RTR) should they make a mistake, 
whether intentionally or unintentionally. (GFl vjjlgGTT $ceil^>vov3lR RT RTR>) 

Thus, we must strongly protest the attempts to use Section 57 to silence them. (^^TR, 
RrratRR votor wu rrt 57 rr^r str^tgp rr^ st^rtr 

RRG3 ^Rl) 

We repeat our concerns (v^rT ^IM(M ■ 5 3fRT^1% RfR) regarding the suppression 
of information (v3R7 <ilfvbc-i ^frcr) and urge the government to reconsider this Act, (i3R^ 
^RTnlGR ‘ 5 £tfRc<it><'ilR vsrj ^RRRRR sf% vxjIqrIR WRI^) as it may seriously harm the 
credentials of our country. (<RC5'£ ^T?T 'Qrad^tr RIMOR ReR fc’amarTsiJvSTRs 
RRR RTRI 

July 11,2017 


Korail slum (RvblcH r%) 

Break the syndicate stronghold (f5l1%R>d5R GsCSt f^fT/CTTv3^iT C5TR>) 

The exorbitant rates (^TRR&TRGt) which syndicates are charging for (RT%RRC^) 
providing illegal lines of gas, (RtclRR ‘Trrc^R ^RRTR) power and water to inhabitants of 
Korail slum are staggering, (RvblVi rRr RjfRRT^tRT and amount to extortion 

(FNRTf^R ^ff^TT) of the most marginalised in the city, (^rrsrrr grrf%R>?rrafuiai) 
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A report published in this paper on Monday highlighted that («a^ r^rrTcr 

2f%(RR(R tiksTRRRT 5R CR) at least 20 such groups were engaged in this 
business, rrcrr rrrtcrr ^Ttc^ vaj^vo i>o f& rr vsrfevo f%coTT) earning them Tk 1.5 
crore a month. (RT<R (RR R^TjRR^TTR RR®l) 

Officials have claimed that (<r>?f<r>vol^T RTft ^>(R(SR CR) drives against these connections 
fR<TO50 have failed to stop these elements, (^RIRR'SfR rrt RR(vo RT^f 

^crc^i) 

The number of connections, going into the thousands, (RXCRTCTR RfRRfT;gAo <R0S^ 
RRC5) reveal (2RRR RRT) why they managed to thrive (RTRT RRT (Rv3RT) in the first place: 
they are filling a gap that Wasa, Desa and Titas failed to fill. Therefore, these syndicates 
can get away with charging ridiculously high prices (^IRRRvRcR v>jfoQv3’^ij Rt% RRC5) 
for basic amenities, (crI#r> ^RTR-sjfRRIR 'SiRj) illustrated by the example of 

charging Tk 150 a month for providing five minutes of tap water per day. At the same 
time, (iPR^rrcr) the illegal gas lines they provide are safety hazards. (IRRIR^R 
We have seen cases of fires (RfrRRCSTM) that have broken out in the slum (R%Cvo ^%CR 
RC\5C5) due to these connections before. As with the collusion (CRIRR of utility 
officials and law enforcement, there has been total denial, (oj-^Wr) even though 
sources have claimed f^|i tjteR Rtff ^(RC5 CR) paying from Tk 50,000 to 1 lakh 

to power office, Wasa and law enforcement officials. 

The issue of the Korail slum is not a new one. (<pvbl^ r%r crrr RgR rtRT rr) 
There has been talk of evicting the inhabitants, (RT^RTCRR rrr RRT RRT 

but that cannot be the solution (f^Rj <RRR RTCRRT) if their rehabilitation is 

not first ensured. (<ift<il RJTCT v5T(RR RfR^IR ftPuvo rrt ^r) On the other hand, 

if the government provides these services free or at a nominal price to the 
inhabitants, rIr Rrf$RTr(RR vsrj RRRR Irr^jcrj ^jrrt RtRRTR ^crt ^ (RRTf& gr) it 
could solve the safety issues, (fRRIR^R RRIRIR^o) the stealing of public 

resources, (RRfRR> R*R% |>fR) and the criminal activities which are part and parcel of 
these rival groups. ^lw Rf^CR?^ RR'QCRR vsjfRC^Rj vsj^t) in any case 

government resources are being appropriated by these syndicates (RfR f^l^CRR? 1TRT 
rrrrIr <rrr r*R% ^r) that exploit the poor of the slum (RT r%r hQrcrr 

CTfRTR^R) only because there is a vacuum. ( x ]oij^h/RlT3%) Thus any solution must 
start from addressing that shortage. (rtB% / ^srR) 

July 12,2017 


BCL's wrath on a university correspondent (fR’TfRRJTRCRR RRvSiR Rfoft[RR/RT°RtfR(RR 
V3RR fR%£](RR (RRRTCPRT RR^tcRR) GTfJJ 

When will this hooliganism stop? ('Q 7 si1r R>RR RtRfCR?) 

We strongly condemn (^HRRT ^tR^T(R Ir^RT 'STtRt^) the brutality inflicted (fRfR ^TCR 
PiR'tfvovo) on our Rajshahi University correspondent (RJRTCR^RRpRff fR’gfRRRRCRR 
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by members of the Chhatra League 'msvom ^T^T) while he 

was carrying out his professional duty, (^r^rfro voR csTTHTR nlfe's ^Tf^RT <Mfe(oTT) 
There is no justification (c^FT gt 5) for the student cadres of AL to mercilessly beat 
up (R^vslc^ C^T&TGTt) Arafat Rahaman who had been taking photographs of them 
vandalising a bus. (rRT^pFd <^TRT TRT ^f%c^r) 

Even though he was wearing his press ID, (^mchR^ vdR ‘?tf?ru?r?n9 *lf^rt«T 
the hooligans continued to hit him. ('S^RT v5TrrWFd ^#rc?r c^TCTTt I) The seriousness 
of his injuries (RRTCvR ^r^t) speak volumes (^vo RRR) about the violent 
nature of these men (^sr/v&fiT \aj| t»<q°r) and their total disregard for the law of the land. 
(«g^ c^cr sr% vstor 

What is more disturbing is that (rc&r f%<qfe'<p<q f%R R) despite Arafat's cries for 
help ^rRTRR ^kIJ fikRR ^TGg\3) the policemen present nearby (‘ 5 TTC X T 

did nothing to stop the attackers. (^RMT^lffOR The 

obvious impunity (fiFTTeiT /g%) that BCL enjoys (*rrRI nRTCRT \§*TG3N 

has resulted in this brutal attack (RR 5tMf) which clearly is intended 

to intimidate journalists (RT ^RrfwcR vR or^lTCcTr r) from 

reporting (2t%RRRR>) the misdeeds of some members of this organisation. 
ww rrtrr) 

The misdemeanours and criminal activities of BCL members (TO<%R ^5jRR V3 
^sr^raT-sf) have been reported for years (r^rr RR RR RR fRCTti?RRT rc^) and yet it 
seems i3RR\3 not rr) the parent party rt) has been able to do precious little 
(rImMj^) in terms of reining (^TTRTR C&C?T RRT/PiVjsjTRRT) in their growing high¬ 
handedness. (voters ^rrrtr rvofttr) 

It is a sad fact that an organisation which is part of Bangladesh's glorious history has 
members who resort to violence, intimidation and sometimes corruption, to establish 
their political supremacy, (igfi? r&rt r ^R# srfMm rtrKcTTcrcr 

RfRRTfw cr vsr^r rt vstcr ^if^tTR ^ktj vr 

r^rr\3 r>rrv3 rimr r? r i) 

In this latest incident, RCTR ru<hI?j,) the reason why some BCL men were 
vandalising the bus (cr RRTTO<ffcR rrr'sr ortr rpr \R|^r rrc^) was because 
the bus helper had objected to one of the men smoking inside the bus (RRRT RTCR 
a-RlavolR^lft RTCR^■RTfft %TTR ^R^SkTGT v>jR>R f%c^) which was bothering 
other passengers. (RT riJUcr f%R^ 4><dfVl i) 

BCL has posted on Facebook that it has suspended the two members who were 
primarily involved in the incident (^l«g«31*f CR^TfR> CRP&RRC5 R ^Ri5RTfc?Oo 2TRTRV3 
vSif^vo ^vSkT rrjr> RhI^ir^tr Rf^'SRR rrc^) and we hope this is followed through. 
(i3R° RTRT ^jptt R# v^RT Mf rr) But our question remains: (fw RITRTCR £fTT 
RR RTR) will the ruling party do something about the criminal behaviour of members of 
its affiliated organisations (^nvoI^Ih rft vR srf^tTRR wumrirrtr^r 
vjjIcrT RRCR rrr) or will it continue to afford them impunity? (RtfR v5T0TR 
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July 13,2017 


Chikungunya outbreak in Dhaka (ufRNR fu^N'SfNRT stl^h) 

Stop the blame game CW) and act! (CNTR1RR RRTR SfRTWPl^iM CRRT RRT RRR!) 

The health minister has finally spoken on the chikungunya outbreak (RT5JNft ^sjRCNCR 
fu^ra^tenR 2rr^CRRRRTR<RTC5N) that has affected large parts of the city for the last 
two months, (err ^ ntcnr ncrt N^crr Rv& ^TFoToj ^crc^: i) According to a report 
published in this paper, (»g^ 2 i%cwT^rarft,) people living in 23 

areas of the city are highly prone to catch the disease, (R5CRR ^3fc> 

NPJR i3$ CRtN^Cvo 3V3R1R * fR cr^ i) 

Two things are apparent from the minister's statement. (m^r RV3RJ CRCR> ^ fe'iPm 
^cr 1) Firstly, he would like to assure us that (gfRNvo, I%1 n ^jtntotr RPuvo 
RRCvo UTN err) the incidence of the disease has not taken an epidemic proportion. (CRTCNR 
^RFf N^TNTff 'STfRNR rtrt R^CRfNi) Secondly, he places the blame squarely on the 
two city corporations (f^'olsjvo, f%fN ^ t^rfr? rrcRTCrnncr^ CRTRTCRTR rnrn) for their 
failure to eradicate the mosquito breeding grounds (NRTR SFSiNN Pi?{^ rrcto 
which is the major cause of the outbreak. (RT 2fnj«TCRR sfRTNRNRTl) 

It is futile to delve into semantics; (^T>T N^T^ffRNJTR NCR7 PiIInR RRT ^refttN RR;) the fact 
is that (RTTRTRfi? ^(TTT) the disease has affected a large number of people, CRTCN 
vsjcfr^ CRTCRR 5CRC^,) in the capital, (RT'STRT^I'C^,) and relevant agencies must bring 
to bear all coordinated resources to combat it, (£R^ sINInr^ N^T'Sf^TCR> ^fr?CR> 
cntrncr^tT vSkij nnIw *f%R rrcto ^cr), epidemic or not. (,N^NTif CNR^ 
RTNT C5TRR) We feel that it was his bounden duty (vnImrI NCNR>fR ^iN^IR 
^JRNTRIN^R/^rr^ NTfRW fer) as the health minister to have been more proactive 
(CRC5^>RT^J^TCRT 3CRC5) in directing the DCCs (fe In In NQbMHIR) in 
undertaking appropriate measures (RRTRR RTR^T 5RCT) to combat the disease form the 
initial stages. (2tTRfNR> NRTCR CRTN CNTRNCRRT 'SiNJ i) in any case chikunguniya has 
affected us for the first time (cr crnn ^TCR^ C5TR> fu^N'stNRT ^rrNfCNR sfRNRTCRR Nvo 
SF urfRvo RNRC5) and the health ministry should have acted more promptly (i3R° RT3J 
NaFTNTR ^TfCRT ^sjfRRCR RRvsr rrt vSfbvo f%R) on its own (tNCTSTR NC^f RNR) to prevent its 
onset in the first place. (sfRNvUTCN^ i3R spgRtvo gffzjCRTR RRCvo) 

As for the awareness programme, (NCbvocHvol <p?n\fb<i vSiNJ, we feel that it has been at 
best perfunctory, (vnImrI NCR R>fR CR ^i3T urn ^5jRC5RT3CRC5) and there should be more 
sustained multi-pronged effort in this regard. (i3R^ ^ fRRCR ^TfCRT R^[^t sfCb^T 
RIRN^tuvol) 

We feel that this kind of blame game does not help. (^HNRT ncn r^r ^ RRCNR CRTRTRR 
RRTR CNCvo NNTRTN 3CRNT) In the eyes of citizens, (RNiRRRTR CUTCR,) both the city 
corporations and the minister for health (tNf& RNT^TTCRNN >3R° RT3J NTtf tS^CRR) should 
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share the responsibility equally and, (aiMMvaTc^ life's GT?JT SIBvo instead of 

playing the blame game, C^FTFl start acting in a coherent manner 

(sp^Fo v^TG^ ^Tvsr <t>sm) to stem the attack of this very debilitating illness. 13TFT 
viij^vol^ WT WCvo) 

July 14,2017 

The Daily Star, Editorial Column 


Flood continues to create havoc (vuRsivo ^7^ ^Go FG^TC^) 

Gear up response (sjfoQ»>*j| 

The flood situation has affected a large portion of the country. (Mf ^RRiR) CiCT^ 

^5 \5i\ x TC^ sivslRivo l) With the water levels of major rivers like the Jamuna, 
Brahmaputra and Teesta rising (^pT, ffo FrRaRre -TlRsT 

^ ^TTC^) and incessant deluge (vuR^itt there is little respite for the 

affected people. vSkU ^^Tvo/^5jwR gR) While Bangladesh claims, 

rightfully, RRf 3 ^FnoieF^FTR, >iR<pv 3TGT) to have an efficient disaster handling 
mechanism, ojo^r^TT srf^JT^nc^,) the ineffective and inadequate 

distribution of essential food and medical aid RxT'FR^Fst 

•^ITF? IfR^^TT >i^t?jvol) to those stranded RM vuiu^r “FOF ^Tfc^) in various localities, 
(RR>a ^]^TT^T?T,) belies that claim, (c?R mffGF 

We see communities split apart as men try and save their livestock (vxjImsiI GT^TGo 
gt srisFTmaRT Rf^w^Tc^ RW^ ^gt ^ghc^ “^rar ^tgtt ‘Tsbott 

that will probably not survive without immediate succour. (FT F'RlFTMrf 

^FFTFfFGo ‘FTCFFTi) Flence, it is not just food and medicines for people (^^1°, iPTjT 'Q^f 
FFJGFT vSkU '*ITF7 \3 v3>f< ?t?t) but also animal feed that is sorely needed. , *iTF7'3 FT 
stgtFSkT) Loss of livestock for thousands of people means the loss of the only 
asset they have, (^FSffF 3F3ffF GTTCFFT vSkU ‘Fasf'MF j vSjR voTcff ^F^TFs 3T°F%F 
^%l) Yes, some relief is getting to those who need it. (3jf, tgTT FM CFGK^, voTCFF 

^T?T FFFFFl) But what is the point of sending rice and lentil to people (RfjT FFjFCF> FT^r V3 
■FT&TGTfF ^fR^TTF #t) who are stuck in inundated areas? (FM ‘FtR F^t ^IFFF 
^5if5c^ ^5TT5?) Flow will they cook the food? (voTFT #frFTCF FTFT ^«?) Today, hundreds of 
thousands of people need immediate access to rations (^5JFST *Fo *Fo ^fsttf FFJFGT 
(FFGTF ^5iF3v5TF Rtf ^TTFGo 3Gl) that are ready-to-eat and need medication (FM FTV3FTF 
V3F7J ^F^ v^FF sfGTFSFT) that purify contaminated water. (fTtjRfo FlR ^ F^CF l) 
Such meals would typically consist of flattened rice, molasses and high energy biscuits 
(«a^ FFG7F FTFTCF FTFTFF^ fR^GTT FM, ^F^ FtGF)-none of which 

require any cooking. (FtF vSFU GTFT3 FTFTF STGIFSkT gR) 

That people in the affected areas are spending their days under the open sky (GT 

iPMfff gttfm Mcff RtFaGrr CFTM mmtcff Rcf ft&Tf) is hardly proof of(FR 
gpTFT meticulous planning ^R^oir) and execution of relief 
operation. sirt RRr^ l) The administration needs to gear up fast on 
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contingency plans (SPTPPTC^ 8WC?l$ Bao MR] *|Q<p< 5 mI ^r<? 3 ^5<R) that can 

effectively deal with both relief and rehabilitation (RT ^I^nr^IR RH »£RS ‘ 5 3cRPR 
tSvsCSR RRnRRT^RCvo RIR) once the flood waters recede, (^IJR *Tlt^ R(Rl) 
Otherwise, we could be looking at a host of waterborne diseases like diarrhoea, typhoid, 
hepatitis and also measles, (^RJ^JTR, v>j|?r| \bi?jQ$jr, 13 I:r>(R\ 5, RRIuls’fu^ ^R^ ^Tgr 
' 3RRT?£RTC5R (tT^fCvo ^flf^,) which will prove to be another round of 

headache for authorities. (RT ^ao^csjr wu ^tr R^JJRJRR ^FRT (f^RR sprrf'W) 

5Ri) 

July 15,2017 

The Daily Star, Editorial Column 


Swiss banks, second home and "Begum Palli" RRv^ C5f?T/ 

"R?m ?!#") 

Is the government serious about money laundering? (Rfp ci^lQ^/ ^refRRR) ^prrs 
^rrr % 

In the wake of the reports (gffzjRRT'Sf^R vSRTR) that there has been year on year 
increase (R ^R 3RC^) in the amount of deposits of Bangladeshi account 
holders in Swiss banks, (^r ^r> C5T^R(?r ^jmRCvR 

we are informed by a report (®M<M f^TCRtifIT^T vsnRRT 5?T) in the leading Bangla 

daily of the country (RPR £RR 'frifPRR NR7) that Bangladeshis rank third (?r 

^RTR%3T vg€t?j ^sr^tr ^RC5) among those who have made Malaysia their 'second 
home'. (RRTRRRf^TR ^CRf%€t?J^T% ; 3lfPR(^^ORNR7l) Malaysia is another 
destination (RRRpRTRfR<pfu> “TeRT) of laundered money from Bangladesh, (^RTOPT 
RRR-^va invested in a very well publicised project of the Malaysian 
government. (Ri^jf^RRSR^TR^ ^1^1^ slt-lQvo 2R>(^ f^fpRR^Ao) And who does 
not know of the "Begum Palli," (v£R^ RRT "R^ R#t" ^prrs vSiTGR R) an honorific given 
to a locality of Toronto (&RR5T ^RR>R 'SRJ i£]^f& sr^-pr) where the wives and children 
of the rich and power in Bangladesh have flashy residence. (RRR R^RTCRTR ^OR' 

V3 voTGR ff V3 R3RCR W1J RRPT (bNvRR R^vRH) <TRC51 

Money laundering has been a plague for this country. (Rfp VR?JRTbR ^ R<?R 
vsrj 3RC5I) Reportedly, illicit financial flow, or IFF, (Rf^/vSKPpfe RTR: R, 

rRr Rlf^TR 2 RR, R vsri^i£i^pi£i?p,) a euphemism for money laundering, (R?f TOffl 'SR 
from Bangladesh between 2005 and 2016 has been between 6 and 9 billion 
dollars.(^OOfi RR^ ijOb'b R<?R ^TC^JT RETORT CtfRJ ^ RR fRfRRT vSRTGR NR7 ^RC5) 
Regrettably, the government's attempt to address this matter has at best been 
lackadaisical (rr>tr,2R2) (i^rsrrrtr, ^ RTRTRRT« c^cs ^RRTR<t 

f^83TCRC5 f^g^RT RRRo 5RC5) as the statements of the finance minister 
f$RR) that the amount of money laundered in Swiss banks is too 
insignificant to take note of, exemplifies. (R Rsfr’fRTR^' RfRTTT ^R R 

^(R^RTR RT, ^tR<R) The 19 percent increase from 2015, (20 bG RR b^> 

X F5T° X T ^%,) is too much even for a finance minister (^Rf& vsrj ^R R*ft") 
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to dismiss off (NNNT?? NOT/ NTNCNNT) hand as being over stated by the media. (CNCS'g 
ntntntn fN#?n wot f^o i) 

Given that (CWV3NT OTC^) the nature of money (^5T(/# 2f<F%) that lends itself (CN #c^ 
NTN CNN) to free (^3* not> 3) flow beyond borders, (^fNTNT ^(>o gR#^ ^n) we 

have not seen adequate measures to create incentives for the investors (vul?OT 
##C?TT‘ 5 T^T^tCNN ^kIJ tEji#?OT fe#N ‘NNTS N7NOT CNN# NT) to keep, and invest, money at 
home. (OTTTOTifNT'NCvo \3 #fNCNTT NOTT^l) Small sums laundered, gradually accrete into 
large amounts (cwf&-NlblN^vo OT^f, ftCN ftcN ^tcnn^ ‘NfNNTCT CNCvS NTN) and are 
tied up with the culture of loan default (^£OT NJT COTT#TN #NCNN NOT vuR^ NOT ^?j) and 
other financial mismanagement (i£OT OTTTTNJ OTNN7NNN) to which the 
government has turned a blind eye. (ottnot NT CNV3NT) (NT 3inn>Icnn 
3CNOTI) This attitude must be purged. 

July 16,2017 

The Daily Star, Editorial Column 


Another oil spill! (OTNTOT otn #®(N/fir&OT Notot!) 

How prepared are we? (OTNNT <p>vobl ST^vo?) 

We are confronted once again (vxjlNNrOTOT ^NOTN NNJ^N 5NTN) with an oil spill of at 
least 50,000 litres of diesel and petrol in the Kirtankhola River in Barisal on July 14. (b8^ 
vSjN# N^NTOTN #)voNCNTOT N#OT NOTNOT Go ^TOTN #f&TN fe(>SOT V3 CNQjTOTN OTN ^fe(N 
NOTl) The head on collision between two marine vessels caused a crack in oil-laden MT 
Fazai (w# nt^Itot otnottn not grNrgfN n^ncnn nnnct otnn# ^n# nottot ^n# 
NNiOT 33ft ^N) and hundreds of people (i3N° OTo OTo NRjn) have been busy collecting the 
oil spill with buckets, (nmR> fwCN^STCNT Co^T N°£T5 N73T 5CNOT,) which is hardly an 
effective way to tackle an oil spill. (NT ^5CN NTNN OTN CNOTTOTTT NOTN WTJ ON# 
<r>l<T<r><q NOTTNNNl) This is a common enough occurrence on our rivers (i£# OTNTOTN 
N#OT ^N# ^5J% NTNTNTntOT) and going by government data published in 2015, (^N^ 
(TOTN5N NTOT 2OTrf#o >in<p># voNT vxj^nT#) there are approximately 7,000 small 
and medium size water vessels that run on Bangladesh's coast and inside rivers and 
canals. (2JTN 7,000 ^ V3 NOT# OTNNCNN vSRRT# vSTOT^T OTaf^T NROTCWONN ^T<FOT 
N# V3 NTOWN vxiv»j<>jCN ^OTl) We have experienced some major spill in the last few years. 
(OTNOTN Nvo N^GOT N^OTN NOT SfNTN ((OTW)^f%GT “NOTN vbjRjvSovol OTOT |) The most 
acute of these occurred on December 2014 (^N NNC&GJ 'SNOTN NiOT# feGTTN 2014 & 
wd>OT) when an oil tanker carrying 357,000 litres of furnace oil capsized in the Shela 
River inside the Sundarbans. (NNN >|^in<knn os von POTT n#Po ^3N# Pootn# i?JTOTTN 
357,000 PiblN Go^r n^n NOTf%PNT) That spill killed a huge number of animals and wildlife 
including dolphins.(NT ^feCN/^OT Nv5TN NNWCW vbH%N N5 *T<S ,£OT NNJStT# ^N#Nv5 
OTOT #^o 3G#OTT I) 

It is accidents like these that have many people worried about such spillages ((NOTIN') in 
the Sundarbans (^ NNOTN igOTOT'Sf^T ^JNN GT, ONfNNOTN NT^N^ ^pTNNCNN ^ 
^?t7TST'S3f^TN #NCN if the Rampal power plant starts operating as it will inevitably 
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result in the traffic of tankers to intensify in the waterways of the Sundarbans.(RfR 
RtR-niR fR^R^gfi? vor ^<rrr vsrtrcr €t^TR rirw& 35 ft sr i ) it 

is understood that (^i3T C^T^TT^TT?T (R,) a draft contingency plan has been formulated 
Rwr^RJ 2TTRR RRT ^crc^) that talks about a separate entity (RT 

^3R> 3^3t srRC# vsttc<^i1 1 ><h t ^>r) that will lead the response to future oil spills. (RT 
vsR^Kvo Cvo^t ^etcr ^R 2f%f3TRTR> ctrr Irr i)The reality however is that only the 
coast guard has the access and capacity to work along coastal areas. (<iI^<ivdI cr 
'3^?rr^ ^£<rr Ri^RmROR ^R^pRof otrt strr ^ v3 rrr rrcs i) 

The plan should be expedited (rQr’smI gpTTfR^ARtfRvo RRT vSfuvo) so that we have one 
authority (RTCT3 RTTRf OR RHC5) that can be equipped to handle such 

spills and there can be provisions to seek technical and logistical support from other 
countries in the region. (RT ^ *ror c^T WKR f^OTCT/RR^RTR RRT 

RR3(<^ RRJRJ OTR (RR> SP^^fvo (Rlf^R R^tRvoT RV3RT f%4JT^T W RTR l) 

Monday, July 17,2017 
Editorial/The Daily Sta 


Allay the fears of the youth (vRROR V 3 RR> RRR) 

Our future rests on their shoulders (RJTRTOR vsR^jvo voTORtPR Pivr ^RR) 

A survey by the leading Bangla daily newspaper revealed some very interesting insights 
on how the youth are presently thinking (RRr^fR RRRT oiRr’ ■srfeiR’R vSilRCR 
vRRRT RvoRTR ORaTR fi^|v3l<Ml RRC5 CR R°RCR fR VxJ|R#ftR fR|j Rp[ft SRRR RRC^) 
and what contemporary issues concern them. (i£R° >iM>ilMf?jR> fRRR voTOR t^RCTR 
1 <r?j l) They had positive views about the country's future but were not quite sure about 
their own, the survey shows. (CRRTR, v5TRT CRCR R*RCR c>ftb<iit><p> 

RR°T RTR fw ^TOR fROSR R*RCR (voRR RR) 

Satisfaction among the youth regarding the country's current political climate for 
example, rvortr RPSTcV'ifoR ^RpR 05 ^^ vorrcrrrrt was 

split down the middle. (RRJRTCR Irr fRw 3 ^ f%Rl) However, 51.2 percent of the youth 
expressed that they were completely uninterested in politics. (voR, < 2 b RRfRR RvoRR 
vRR <q|vsji^|f% r*rcr fRSRRTR vSnl^l<i/^f%?r 1%CRRl) Despite being mostly satisfied 
with the country's recent economic progress, (oreR RR 2 |%R R 5 JR %03 

RfRR^R 5 V 3 RT RG 3 V 3 ,) 82 percent expressed fears about their future job security, 
(br* x tvoT° x T voTOR vsQ^IJvo CRRT fW^TR^RCR vR SPRPT RRRl) And the fact that 40 
percent of the more than four crore youth population are, (<£R° Rvoj CR RR CRTf&Rv3 RfR 
voRR vSkWRJTR RR7 8o RvoTp) reportedly, not involved in either economic or 
educational activities suggests, (R CRTR ^3 rt fRWPTo r;hrTC^ vSifino rr,) in 

addition, that their apprehension is indeed based on objective conditions. (t5RRg, CR 
voTOR RlfTO Sf^voRC^ ^RPTT RoTR^t ^RR RR l) 

Along with the lack of employment opportunities, (R>^^TCRR^CRTCRRJ^CRRRTCR,) 
becoming an entrepreneur too is difficult for the youth in our country. pR^SR 
3CR \ 3 ^ 5 Tv 3 vsrfRfGR CRCR vRROR 'SiRj ^R ^f^Ri) Thus, lack of economic opportunities 
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and growing detachment from social and political issues runs the risk of alienating the 
youth completely from issues concerning the future of our country. 

vsjvjRr PPrrf^r^ >3 fpp?j cpc<p ;ppp*ptpt fpferot ^rrarorT cpctst 

f%^c?r ■^GtT'^fwrpT Wms <jff% <t^T I) And perhaps there 

is already increasing evidence of this happening,vo ^ *jbcii<q gpfTT 

CPCPC5,) as about 63 percent of the youth do not know what they are going to do 
with their lives, according to the survey, (('Sifpp vaj^rft, vbo PvdTnP vsrtc?T?T PT CP voT^T 
voTdr^ v^fppr WCvo PTCe^t,) illustrating the negative effects that various economic, 
societal and political uncertainties are having on them, (fafed \3 

Pf'SfcVlRx^ ^5lf^?Jvor ^TOTT CHR><]I b<fc vj(PT PCPC51) 

To correctly address these issues and provide the youth with the necessary platforms 
required to become future builders should be the government's objective. (>lf$-PalPT ^ 
pptppt wra vspij vo<ftcpp fervor £Tc?tIvst%i tnf&sFtf ajft 
TT PPPPCPP ^V3?rr \Sfbvo l) We hope that the authorities will take substantive 
actions in that regard, rather than settle for rhetoric, (^vol prcPP /PTPTsiw^ vSfod 
^TCvo,v5im^1 vSirTT Wfw PT ^V§ W ^ fpPOJ *$5 PPPTP fpdPT l) 

Monday, July 18,2017 
Editorial/The Daily Star 


Public places are unsafe for women (vSHMKracra ^Pr/PhfcW wiTT^fT PTftoPl vSkU 
v^RmPPP) 

Immediate remedial steps needed PposfP grsntsPl) 

A recent research by ActionAid Bangladesh has confirmed what we already surmised - 
(wppppi^5 pp^topt 3rr4if%^ potptt ^tptcpp PiPbvo pt ^mrar 

5(\5ra«j^ that most public places are not safe for women, (err ^rfwpP 

PI<Pl4> WPPft mR^iTCT^ vSkIJ fP^PPtPTTl) The survey, carried out in four major cities of 
the country, 'Srfppfij CPC*m Pfpfij 2TPPT *PCP PfpprRpo 3CPC^) has found that a large 

percentage of the women interviewed are subject to harassment in most public spaces 
including markets, bus stops, hospitals and police stations. (PTv3?n CTC^ CPPfftcp^ 

<F5 PvoPP PTSflP, PPT ^PTPfolP “^PT (P^PT (TPtfwPr 
^n<iPi<p Rrpp^ji) 

The extent of this malaise is quite shocking. fpprepp pIpphIt? CP*T ^TTWvsPRP) 
According to the study, 50 percent of the women respondents have been groped in the 
market places, 30 percent have been harassed at police stations, and 70 percent think 
buses and bus stops are not safe for them. (PCPPTPJ (TPIT CP®, 50 *tvop*T Pfft 
&v3dhlvoT0TT PTSTTCP £>*ldlPl P^CP®, 30 *tvof°*T P$PCP ^dlfd 3C?J® 70 

*Tof°P PCP P^CP PPT V3 ppr y&p voTCT^ ^PU fPPTPP PPl) At hospitals, around 42 percent of 
the respondents say they faced rude behaviour from the service providers. (PPPPPCP, 
srm 42 PvoKP &v34hfvoT P(PT®P vSTPT PfpCPPT SlhMOlitp P® CPCP fp%P PTTPPCPP wfffp 
PCP®PI) 
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These numbers paint a bleak picture of our country in terms of its development as it 
reveals how much we have regressed when it comes to ensuring basic security and 
respect for women. ^'TIJT'S% ^mrrcro vSsiaoM ^rraTcro CTC’TsT 

^(TT ^3% SPTTT C^T ^m<3\ ^Ttfl^ 21% %TT*T3T V3 SFTITT 

RPuvo vSKtj <WD| ^(vsf^l) At a time when the whole world is recognising 

the importance of gender equity and women's empowerment as prerequisites for a 
nation's progress, %i?tt TOT fro vsrt%T wtj ^ToT 

cTTft t^voT?igt^ -STI^fo %c^,) these statistics should shake us up into 

taking immediate steps. ‘^rfTO'^IjRT ctott wtj ^rrarcro ?TTv5 T%gt 

TO3?JTt5fTnoi) If women are constantly afraid when they go out, (?Tff%T <ilfe<ir GTTOV3?iH 
3T^r?r ^TT^tvo V3?l ^1?!,) how can we expect more women to join the workforce, to 
participate in development activities or in politics? (vSs?^ <n>?n<r>T03 ^Tsi^lftbcvo ^sj^T 
GT\3?im ^Ktj ^m<3\ ^5M\3 ?rrff cto fw ^rprr wgo 

It is obvious that despite laws and policies geared towards better security for women 
and gender equity, or ^fferrcro wtj trow ^tj 

^1<f<p<] vul^<H isres 3 T 63 V 3 ,) there has been little impact on the ground. (TSTGs 
2|^R CTOTC^l) As the study recommends, policies that aim to promote greater 
security and more empowerment for women have to be implemented. %(TOTT?r (TOT 
CTC5, %?TO3T i£l^ ?Ttf% ^NvolTTGTTT ^<So 1) 

Law enforcement agencies and other public service providers (such as hospital staff) 
must be exposed to gender sensitivity programmes, (^rt^r sfcTOR^fit ^sj^OT^TT 

<TI <!%<!> ^T%^T 2PTTTOlfr (CTOT ^TTOToTCTTT ^#CTO) %5r ^CTOT%TvoT <M\fb<T ^TJv^ 
Mf i) The government and private sector must make greater investments that 
ensure that women have access to public services without having to face harassment 
Of any kind. (TOTTT V3 CTOTTTft ^voG^ ^5n<T3 GT% f^TGTm ^T<TGo 3GT Too G£TTv 3 ^JTTGTT 
£>*J<llfHd 5TTj5i%m ^\3?n3T(>§\3 FTtfkT >ll%3i WGo <?fTGTi) Without such 

basic preconditions, *ratTT?r (NT%3> ^LST,) the country will be held back 

from its development potential. (CTO% voT^ t5w?TGTT srgL^Tf GtfGP %%C5T l) 

Wednesday, "July 19,2017" 

Editorial/The Daily Star 


Nine children die of measles (3T(?T <T?J% 

Why were they not immunised? (G3>?T votcroc^ 0TV3?JT 5?J%?) 

Last week when we learnt about the death of nine children in a remote area of 
Sitakunda in just four days, (^To 3T&TC5 ^m<3\ ^%T<£03?T TO 

H<T%GT vSiTTGo c^(^%,) we were alarmed. (vojm<tr^%T fec-1 IN l) But 

now that we know the reason behind the deaths- iq^pT voj|?n<q| vSiTTGo 

^Tl% (TT-) that these children died of measles (^ ^T(?T voji^i^T ?rr^T TOT)—we 

are outraged. (vul<H<q| ^lil) Outraged, because it is now clear that the deaths could have 
easily been prevented if these children had been vaccinated under the usual 
immunisation coverage. (^TPTTO^ (TT C^TCTo 
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*Trao ^ »3$ teGR fD«>Nc?t<T RT3R?r f^t 0^\3?JT3G5T i) Why did it take so 

long for the authorities to even identify the disease? (c<rm vSkU 

^vof^r G3R R^R?) Why were these children not vaccinated? (G3R ^ fc^TT 

(Ttv3?JT 55lft?) 

What is even more shocking is that, (^ 3 mchR> rT(R c^r,) none of the members 

of 85 families who live at Tripura Para of Sonachari union of Sitakunda have ever been 
immunised against measles. (ffvoTfOa?! CRT<hI c?Q q.'SPh?jCRR ^RTGd 85 

f& ‘TfirTTR^ c<r>\5$ 3TG^ f%^c^ fi^PT omR i) it is surprising that («3i?T ferw<T r) there 
was no mention of the area in the ward-based "micro plan" ^3RFR?J V3?JT5- 
G^H" ?TT^GR/^T5 ’lirwra g^) according to which immunisation programmes 
are conducted by the government, (err G^R «RGTT f&^T* *TR graT ^Qt-lPivo 

5?Jl) Can there be any excuse for such negligence? vsrj g^RT 

^Go *rrc?r %?) 

We hope that the 88 children, now receiving treatment at different hospitals, recover 
soon and no more children from the community are newly affected by the disease, 
which now remains a challenge for the authorities, (vyl^sil RPTf <m[% b-b-fc? 

RRr ^PRRTR IbfovRl 2P5T R?JT «3^* RGT ^ 

G^RV3 f^T'Q *3$ GTTC^ ^FTT H'gH'alR 2Rlfw ^TT, R vSRJ ^3^ RtR® l) 

As we know, Bangladesh has an impressive track record when it comes to 
immunisation programmes, as for the most part they have been very successful. ((TTC5^ 
vbjlblsll 'Sftft, fl^RR <bN\fbGo RRTGTG'R <3^f& W^TfT *JTTr<llfe<i> <TC?JC5, ^TTT 
G^TGg^ voT^T ^RR ^c?IC51) But the Sitakunda case raises questions, 
ftoT^ea?! t^c§r I) Have the authorities been doing what they are 

supposed to do? Rgr tgfcR?) it's crucial that the 

government identifies other such marginalised communities and immediately brings 
them under the coverage of its immunisation programmes, (^fr? RRsJ «?F^s£f (TT 
»<^I<J »3^ «RGR STtfSR tSRCStT#C^ tbt^vo viuQcicg RCPR <JR\fb<1 RROT 

RTGTl) And the people responsible for such negligence must be identified and punished 
according to the country's law. (»3^ ^ *RGR ^SRCRR vsrj Rft 
> 3 ^° gtcr RfeT R^nft *rr% ori) 

Thursday, "July 20,2017" 

Editorial/The Daily Star 


Justice for Aduri 'SRJ RT?J fwR) 

Expedite trial of house help torture cases (^T#<T Pisjk>cH ^TT^TRT'SBfR^ Rt>l<q wrfw 

Finally, the perpetrator of the most brutal treatment on Aduri, (WPfW, vajl^fssi 
RRCRC?T firfR f^flvoGM ^rarftc^,) an 11 -year old domestic help, (^^rr j> b 
^sff,) has been awarded a life sentence in a landmark case. (^3^fc? R?RT?J 

*TMvSffli<iH *n% 2RR wr 5C?IC^ I) 
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In the recent years, we have witnessed too many reports about domestic workers 
subjected to indescribable cruelty by their employers, (RtR2f%R> R^R'afRCvo, vxj|<s<q| \5 Tgtr 
^;>< t>vol <TR ^TRT ^5R#<RR ^RR R<fRTotvo fa^MR fRCRTcSR RT#t l) Of late, (RRCRR,) 

the news about a minor house help, (i£)<p>vsich Pro r^Rcr rrr,) Sabina, allegedly 

assaulted by her employer (riR^LvoTR ^jRRAotR RTfi'CvDR ^l%(RTRfi?) has sparked 
widespread public outrage. (RJTRR> RR^(7RTRCR ^f%CR Rosi) 

The cases of Aduri and Sabina contain some disturbing similarities. (vxjl^H V3 ^tTRcni<q 
RTRR^f^f^|iR3f'3RR fRRRCRC^l) Aduri was found unconscious in a severely 
malnourished condition, riddled with injuries and scars, near a dustbin in 2013, (oj|^Qcr> 
ijobO STtCc^T RfRtvo V3 RAoftRR RR 'SRaoR \3 ^TCRvoR ^JR^TR vHTRjfRCRR 

<pM<p|fs> ‘ 5 TTv3^JTRTR,) while Sabina was seen visibly tortured with her entire face bruised 
and swollen beyond recognition. (CRRTCR RlfRRT(R> vofR ^Tf^T gRR^CR Ph^TI'och V3 crrrTCRT 
^jr^TR ctt^jt RTR RT CRCR rTcr; (RRtR ^RTR f%<RTRTI) These acts couldn't have been more 
savage. («g^ RTSrafR ^R C5CR ^rfR rrr rcr RTCR RT l) 

As some news reports stated, RRCRR R%(RR<R Rt^fe 3CRC5 (R,) Aduri was paid 
monthly Tk 500 during her employment, (vrI^ RTR t>l<r>Q^ RRR rtIrr^ 500 txIRR CRRl) If 
these cases are any indication, (r!r ^ RTRRT'SfR (TH qBtvo rr,) there are countless 
domestic workers working in Dhaka and throughout the country treated like bonded 
labour. (dirrr^r^ RtRT crcr ^tr^Tr ^ rrr crcr rt^JT srfRCRR rr pRlfovx rri) 

The government in late 2015 adopted its first-ever policy for domestic help, recognising 
their work as a profession protected under the Labour Act. (^0b<2 RTCRR cRcrr fR(R> 
RRRRR £JR ^5lf5<RR ^itTCR ^R# CRRT f$(R(R v^TCRR RRCTSiR RRTR (R%J 

RTRTCRJR vSTRT RRRRTR^t% STRRR^CRl) Unfortunately, as with numerous other laws and 
policies, the Domestic Workers Protection and Welfare Policy (DWPWP) is yet to yield 
any considerable results. (^aT^RR^, RJRJTRJ RJI^R ^R^ T^'SfRR Rvo,^5R#(RR 3jWf 
<3]R\ RaRTT (DWPWP) ^RR\3 CRTR ^C^RCRTRT RaRTRaR RRTR RRCvo RTCR RT l) 

We applaud the verdict of the trial court to award the culprit a life sentence, (rrastr 
T5TRRTft(<P RTRR^RR ^1% RRtR RRTR vSRJ \5JTRRT JjTRRR CRRcEjR RTRR RTRvo v3TTRf$ l) We, 
however, also note that it has taken four years to complete the trial. (voCR, tshrrT CRCRl% 
CR CR tRRCRR vSkIJ Rr r^r CROTCH l) We urge the government to initiate speedy 
implementation of DWPWP and form a sole judicial tribunal to deal with such matters, 
expediting the process for early disposal of such cases. ( RfRRT RRRRRCR> raovom 
DWPWP RR3RTRR RR° RRCRR RTRRT CRTRRCRRT RRR vSRJ RRRTR fRRTR JjT^JRPR R^R 
Rx(R, RTRRT'SfRR Rad f?m%R Rfcrtf&CR^ RadR%R RRTR ^TRJ ^JcJCRTR RRf% I ) 

Friday, "July 21,2017" 

Editorial / The Daily Star 


Whose rice in government silos? (rrrrcrr 'SRTRRCR rrr UR?) 
A sinister collusion ( ^R^T? R^%RR CRTRR 
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Reports have emerged orf^csr £C5TCW) after RAB seized 155 tons of food 

Osffa ^JT^TJ vSTC^ ^R) smuggled out of government depots in Chittagong in rice 

sacks (F^£TTC?T m®3 ctfcgs *JT<TR WR (RRTFFTR) stamped with Directorate 

General of Food. <3 ^r<?r ?TC3T vsffevo l) Interestingly, the Food 

Directorate, after having inspected all its silos,) (mvsiR RHRR^Ce^, RfR m\3 

sr?? 'QhhHfcJd RffaFT rrtr RR,) found its intact (voR msm rir) and hence 

we are now left with the question-- (^jvog^^siMcq^^TC^ STSt CRR> ^rt?T—) who owns this 
rice? (<R> ^ FTCTR ?rrf^R>?) A report in this paper indicates that most of the 126 depots 
are only partially stocked with rice and the excess capacity RfsR>R 
cfrr, h^fE?fecRR mcmm rt<r 
vjjKoQv 3’ RfRRT) was allegedly being used by black marketers (^TCRT Nl^rft i^Rf 
Wo ^(TT ^C5ic5) to hoard their stock. (voTcfr ^F^TCR rrtr wtj) 

Now we need to ask as to how such an elaborate scheme could be made whereby 
outside parties could store their merchandise in government warehouses without 
connivance of corrupt officials, ^jmcfr ^ sfR ^RT FR3>R r, ^ *jr<rr 
fm^s 2fw feft wr c^icvo rt<r, rr r^cr rt^gr RRsfR >r<mQ otcr ppf%Rm 
<FN<Fvol 033 RRT3 CRTR^kvol WvF'fe RTCRR RTJSRT RRCR '^TTC^ l) And this at a time 

when the country was facing a crunch in rice supply. (£R^ ^ srcr RRR (FPf RR 
rrrrtcr csfgr &mf5 r^rrR %ti) 

We have perhaps stumbled on to a very big scam. (v>j|cs<qr ^i<a<ivo ^R ms R>CRR?Tf?R 
HR7 ^rffrR^^jrf^l) Stocking rice in government depots is very convenient (rrrrIr 
fRCRTCR FR RRT '^R^ ^rf%^|vsici<p) and would hardly raise an eyebrow, (£R? ^t>T 
f^c?T RRR RRI^ t5c&RT) especially if it could be transported out in sacks that carried 
official stamps. (fRCRR mc3 mfm r??Tcr 3^ mm ^rm m WTRkRi) 

For years we have known of the illegal hoarding practice of traders to create artificial 
crisis in the market to raise prices of rice and wheat, but this is for the first time that use 
of government facility to hoard private traders' stock has come to light. (R>C5R> R^R RCR 
vumdi RRRTftcRR vsj&re strtr°rg# ^trcr cR<Rf% cr, mm s rcrr mm rfftcrtr 

rfsttcr tefR ^crc^, fm^ strrrtcrr rcrt (RRRR^tfR RRRTfkRR m^m 

R^£TC5R RRRRfR sjfRRR R7RRR 2$mm CRCRC^l) Indeed, certain rice dealers and 
traders have been named in the police case that has been lodged in this regard, and 
some of the accused are on the run from the law. (sT^dRcrf, r>crr^3kT hr fRC^RT £3^ 
RHRtft(<F ^ rSrtr rtcrr rrt rtrrr mm cr\3rt ^crc^: ^r^ r^crr^kt 

RR CRGT RlfRCR CRC5 I) 

This points to a sinister collusion between hoarders and government storage depot 
managers ^hhR &3K RRRRfR rTHcrr ^mf§ CTFR gf%R 

^^IT^CTT) and it is imperative that the matter is investigated thoroughly, and those 
involved brought to justice. (&3K ^l?T R ^JT‘ 5 TRl : ^ ^5aff^[^5jI^TR TT C5f^ 

^1^ m\3\ vsiRjvo voTCFR fwR ^RT C5t^l) It is necessary to break the cartel 
vSR#) that is misusing government facilities to carry on an illegal trade.(?rr &mff5 
TtfFSil TJFRGTtR 3R^# ^[RTC^R ^RCW l) 


Editorial / The Daily Star (vN'^RIH) 
Saturday, "July 22,2017" 
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Dhaka rivers on death throes (UTRR R^'SCRT fR^stTR) 

Wake up before it is too late (^R 04 ft RV3RR rjtcR^ RROR^R !rr) 

Yesterday was perhaps the umpteenth time that the state of the four rivers of Dhaka 
was the lead in this newspaper, and this is perhaps umpteenth time that we have 
editorialized on the issue. rwrj rtcrr Rvo RvoRrRTv3 urrr RRfi^ r^Ir rr^5T 

^RTRRGRR 2TRTR RRR, ^R^ RW^jJ^TR CR RJTRRT ^ fRRCR R^’RTRR^lR 

RYRf^l) 

But regrettably, there has been little improvement in the situation; on the contrary we 
have witnessed with dismay the incremental worsening of the condition of these 
rivers,with the most damaging consequences on the capital itself. (fRRjfijSRWTRRRrcR, 
RTRTRI^ RCRC5; fRRftR^TCR RrtRRT RRTRTR R(RT R^CRf% ^ RfhsfRR 
^O^TRRRTR RTRTR RJR^TR R^CR Rt'STRT^f IrC^ RRCRCR CR^tt RC^ l) 

We are sure that the importance of the four rivers, to the survival of Dhaka city, is not 
lost upon those associated with the job of saving the rivers. (RJTRRT fRf^Rvo CR UTRR 
RRCRR fi^CR R1RRR vSRJ RfRfij R^lR 'QRW, RRT R^f ^RRCTR R^TCv^f vStfevo RTCRR RTCR RrfRCR 
RTCE^RTl) 

But the incremental degradation in the condition of the rivers betrays the indifference of 
these agencies to this very important issue of the rivers. (fRRjf R^lR3(RTTR RJR^TR 
IRRRRRTR R^t'af^TR ^JvoJ^ '3R^ r f ^ f%RCR ^ ^^T'SfRR ^RP^TRRTCR^ SfRTR 

RCR) 

Lack of coordinated effort, lax oversight, faulty marking of the rivers etc., have 
contributed to reducing the rivers to the present moribund state. (rmRr stcr^TR RJRTR, 
fR'fvo R^TRRTR, R^t'Qf^TR 3pfi?*£f ^RTtfR Rfte(RTTCR R^RCR RoRTCR fR^gJTR RJR^TR 
fRRC^l) 

It is unthinkable that drinking water for the city has to be fetched from far outside the 
Dhaka city not only because of the depletion of the ground water but also because of 
the fact that the other source of water - the rivers, have become so polluted as to 
render their water unfit for treatment. vjj^^r cr, utrR RRCRR RTRTR RlfRR RTRJ 
URRR RJ^jCR RT^CR CRCR RlfR RJTRT RCR Rtfe ^TCRR RRRCT^ RR, ^RTv3 

RRRCRv3 CR RlfRR RJRJTRJ tjj^T - R^fR TjfRR RCR RCR® RT RJRfRCRTR^R l) 

We find it hard to believe that the rivers have been demarcated in a faulty way that has 
allowed the land grabbers to encroach and grab part of the rivers, (RJTRTCRR i3i>TfR’9TR 
RRT R^R CR R^t'Qf^T RTCR fRRifRTR RCRC^ RT ^fth^JCRR R^f RRR ^R^ R^t'QCRTR 

RJnR RRR RRTR RJcJRIr Ircrc^ I) 

A very recent World Bank sponsored international conference on options for 
development of Dhaka flagged the point of proper planning - a matter that we have also 
been harping on continually for the last decade. (RTRTR tSRRCRR fRRRR3fRR t5RR ^r^ 
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v5i% f^TTTK cgs?r vsrrsvsfrf^ ^totogt ^Q^vo^tctt 5 #^ ^Qo-sito 

^i^jifDvo ^c?ic5 - ?rr ^to c^c<p ^mq<3T\3 ^ctt m^fk 1) 

Regrettably, there is no shortage of plans, but those have stumbled in the face of petty 
corporate or group interest. (^s^'9m«>v»TC^, ■ J lQ<p < $Ml'S3f^ra' c^RT^rfB% Gt^, csT'SBC^tT 
^ ^c^ttgp 5 <rr spot cttfS c^rorcs) 

The fate of the Dhaka Detailed Area Plan is an example. (UT^TT R<slQvo ^l^TT^T 
*lQ4><5Ml?i ^3^f& ^fP5<TTI) 

There must be a comprehensive plan for the development of the city that must include 
the four rivers also, and must be implemented resolutely. ( x 1^<qtu<q ^SKTnr vsrj 
^3^ c^t^cct >o »3^s vwij^ 

vor tjWTR TO^T?R wcvo ^ l) 

Sunday, "July 23,2017" 

Editorial / The Daily Star 


Negligence costs 5 lives in Sitakunda (^rc^cTTT ^fvoT^c^ a 'SfGR 

Evacuation efforts have to be realistic (o^RvoT ^cto 

We are, once again, saddened to know that five more precious lives were lost due to 
landslides in Sitakunda, Chittagong, (^arrcfra vgf^TCTR ^1<KT ^irv3 

|h gjrt ^<TT \SfRTCvo C9TCsT vNlM«Jl vsjrtrT CTOTO) It is incomprehensible that 

even after over 170 people were killed just five weeks ago, (^3T?T R > 3 ^mI<> rr 
nfc sr&R ^ncn TO bqowr (TTR^ *rr?JT fW®,) because of landslides, (vgf^r^c^TO ^RCT), 
the local administration has failed to make sure people in these vulnerable areas are 
evacuated to safety, ^rc^ csr ^ ^3*Tm<T 

?mjR'SGTrfeT9f<Tf 3RC51) The administration thought it was enough to merely 

warn the people of impending disaster through loudspeakers. (SPIPTT NGT ^Rfl>GTf R 
RTO Hl^vbP^l4>1<:<R ^rr«uc?T igRTRW (TTt^CTR WR vSRJ TO%l) Such apathy 
and negligence in the wake of a tragedy is unacceptable. (i3^ft? <^gj*jfDvo kji3Hl<d sfTWTRT 
>3^ *RGR ^hl^ldvol >3^° ^RR^TR ^JSmRRjl) 

A few days ago, (fe| fRT ^HR,) in the 17th meeting of the high-powered Hill 
Management Committee (HMC), (^5 HTTO TR^3RR <t>ftfD?r ( 4 ^ 3 ?^) b3 

voN ) local officials found some time for introspection, ^TTOT^T 
v5TRR3%?i v5kU RRC^r,) and vowed to take action against individuals who 

had so irresponsibly settled people on risky hill slopes in Jungle Salimpur and Sitakunda, 
(i3<T° vSTTO <3^° ftvotw^ ofEKSS?! TO^RTTCvo GTTRTO Rf^ftTOR 

r>t% rr ^3RT r^<tr r<fcr RRR fro rto ^,) where the latest tragedy took 
place, (rrrr^R^tjs^'sr-^ ^ucHifTWc&c^i) Despite such promises no concrete 
action has so far been taken to address the problem. (^3^ «RGR R>g\3 ^ 

^tto r rtrtrrr vsrj ^rrt rtt3 rprr GT3?rr ^7 i) 
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Indeed, the administration snaps the connection of utilities during the rainy season, and 
now warns it will do so again, cfIPr srgj y\<p<^ grcsrivai^lsj c^r^T w 

or?! ^£R° RRRV3 ^3RT ^(TT >ivo<6 ^3RT l) but one wonders whether that 
alone would solve anything, (fw RRFP RFR f%^?J R R RRT %|R 5RT*TR 

^RGo ■R^R l) Forcing people to choose the lesser of two dangers did not work before. 

^ ?rr^r ^rr cvo mr^cr r m r\3rt ^r^ vor r 

fol) If they have nowhere else to go, (^t voTCR RRTV3 *rrv3?rR W5T R ^5T,) 
common sense tells us, (R^JRT ^aR rtt,) they will continue living there 

despite the dangers. (fRRt 3 tg§\ 3 RR RRTR RRR l) 

We urge the local administrations to evacuate vulnerable people from the already 
identified danger zones such as Jungle Salimpur, (RT?RT £PTT3 ro^ vsfjrR <m 1% 
GST fef|no R33R RGP WTRT#R5 ^T<F R<FGo RTR 

vSi»M,) after ensuring rehabilitation for the landless and poor among those people. 
(ROR *trt v3 FfecR ^cRPTCfR ftl^bvRdCR *R) All the danger zones should 

then be under regular surveillance (3R Irrtvsfr vsj^ voR-r ftaftvo RSRRfR vsjftR 
tsfino) to prevent them from being reoccupied. (voTCR ^joMlfrvo wf <RR? 2t%RR 
^RCvo l) We cannot afford to let more lives be lost. (vyRsil RRV3 rIr 2tT°r 3lf?TR Gp^tCo 
9f#Rl) 

Monday, "July 24,2017" 

Editorial #The_Dailv_Star 


Siddiqur's uncertain future (fafa^GR ^ftPbvo) 

Use of disproportionate force by police (^Ft <pvg<p x t%R ^JRR) 

We commiserate with Siddiqur Rahman, (vyR<q| f$rfR|R ^TTCR 2f% 3RRRT 2RR 
^f?r,) a student of Titumir College, (f%\j>fflR RTTG3R ^ra,) who was hit by a tear 

gas shell (GT f&?JR nrm CRT 1RT ^rRFoClTS 3Rf%(TTT) lobbed (fobfe'J) (by the 
chasing police at the procession of college students (^GTST ^FsCR <£ RR^Rch 
^P C T 1RT) of which he was a part. (GRITR f%GR) Fie risks losing both eyes, 
according to the doctors. (vR5R<n ^GTRF, <OT ^ffevo <IR<^Tl) 

Several questions emerge from the incident. (r5r1t> <RGF 2TCR ti^iR ri) Firstly, 
we ask whether the students were violent enough to merit the police action on them 
that culminated in lobbying of teargas. ((sFRvo, RFRt fewiR csj f^FT^JT voTCR 
^R ™ vSRJ *TR% ^%^T f%^T % R f^?TR nrm |Tv5Go RT^U ^Rf%GTT) 

On the contrary, according to reports, (f^'^voR'R, fwGTtrf R^Rtff,) it was police heavy- 
handedness ^5j^) that precipitated a situation where, we feel, (R 

d]?R vxjI<pP*j^ ^RRjfvo r^gt, RFRT ^f?r,) the degree of force applied was 
disproportionate to the threat, (RfR gfGTTC^ vpRR f%<RTt l) Secondly, 

isn't there a minimum standoff distance to lob tear gas shell from? (f%#?Fo, CRRTCR 
CRT f^?iR nrm I^gtcr vsrj cjjHvoN ^5 r^R crr f^r cr^?) Was that 
ensured in this instance? (GT&T ^RT ^c?lf%R?) The very close range 
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from which the shell was lobbed, ^taT?T *mj <m<^ ^.05 ^rr^T ^<mf^<m,) 

as evident from the video footage, ^c&GSi does not seem so. (voT 

mr ^rf^ljThirdly, why is there a tendency by the police to give a slant to an incident 
before a proper inquiry has been done? aifW vo^rcem ^rkTT ^q^ft? ^fEmm 

^mm 2m°PoT <T<mcC?) Attempt to lay a red herring is very evident by 
suggesting (^TTG^ mmfwGP smrf^o vhptcb^T ) that there could be other 

causes of the injury, (^fevo <m ^rmTC^ ^m<r ^TR^Cvo ^m,) like brickbats thrown 
by the student? (TO Wf T^rnm/fucrm m?) It's difficult to believe that 

students would subject their own mates to danger. (i3T5T ^mf <r>f^<n <m 
vofom f^osm fmom $c*T i) And if brickbats were thrown all, 

TOP& TO <TT(<p), it would have hit the head, not the eye! (iqfer mm TOTTo 
3TO, C5\C*t ?rer!) 

Accidents can and do happen. (ijvf&Hl l) But to try to cover it up is not the 

answer, (f^^iqfer TOTTOT cqwm c^m^rm^fm^mi) On the contrary a thorough 

and objective inquiry (f%‘ 5> fftvo^Tm ^Ssfl^^if «q^* ^I<km ow) as to what actually 
happened (^siptctt % ^rc&c^) can help prevent such accidents («q^ ^mcrm t^hxiI stfrom 
^mcvo sffTO7 ^mcvo *rrc3) or take to task those (TOTT voTomGT ^nv3OT fm tott) 
that violated the standing orders, (TOT ^nfTPt i) 

We hope that a proper investigation will be done by the authorities and appropriate 
action taken in this regard. (TOmf TOIT m W vop^ <^\ m ^ 

^TOTGI ?rerm TOST (TOTTO I) We also feel that Siddiqur deserves more than mere 
expression of compassion to enable him to deal with the uncertainty (^5ir?mrv3 
m, gtto toctoto sttpcto cm mft 3Tc*m mcvo 

cm^TCTOT tocv 3 3?r) that he faces as a consequence of injury to both his 
eyes. (m^m°f (HC^^TOTCto^t^^^tot^ti) And the administration should 

take the lead. (to^ £PTTTO(<3^ »qfstC5r TOTCvo m I) 

Tuesday, "July 25,2017" 

Editorial / #The_Dailv_Star 


Worryingly low pass rate in some boards <mf(75 ^Tcro TO to) 

Is quality of teaching the reason? (‘TTWcto % to 'TOJ mft?) 

We are not particularly surprised (^rrroT f%cTO that this year's Higher 

Secondary Certificate (HSC) pass rate has fallen by quite a margin compared to 
previous years.(m ^5 tocto vprnm ^ tocto (,q^q^) 

^TCTO TO ^cmcsrTTOTm tot fm®) Such a consequence was expected (^to 
^ q^f& ^.cii^pci gfojrf^tvo f%^T) under a new, revised evaluation method (^q^f&?p£HT, 
sTTCTtfro TJHTtTO mft(5T) which aims to standardise marking of answer scripts, 

(rntj^ro C^TO mr IromcTO TOTJ Wf TO,) eliminating the discrepancy in marks given 
under the old system. (^TGTT Itoto 2PT3 ^ i) The relatively new 

MCQs (multiple choice questions) have also thrown off some examinees used to the 
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previous question paper format. (^pT*Tf7ppmGT ‘ ; T5 ?C T 2B4) %|[ 

<5> f1^Tff(^ fi^&GP (TpGTCS ^TM ^GI<t gfcsm *J<tGT vijvsj^ f%<5TT l) 

This is a good development in our education system (^f& ^TPTfGr^ 
vS?j? 4 «h) as it fairly evaluates a student's performance. (GJC5^ 

WvoT ^TGTf^TG^ J^ijiVn I) But what is shocking is the (c<ih<Hlhl*J<P f%^?i3GTT) 
significantly poor performance of examinees from some boards.(f^|i G1TG5 

^Tf^T) Comilla Board in particular, has done very 
badly with a pass rate of only 49.52 percent with the high failure rate being attributed to 
failing in one subject - English, (fcc'ra CTTG5, *rraT*r ^gjc^, 

f%^?J - ^G^Go ^V3 ?m ^TTGf 3TCTP^ Vx|<£v3<M<GT% 5ffG4 x tv5T° x T 3PTl) 

It is crucial to find out the reasons 'fGST om Mf why such a 

large number of students failed in English (G^T c^f^iGo GT*tt f^P^T^ff 
3GTT) and therefore did not pass their HSC exams.(»g^ voT^voTGT^ “?rfh^T *TP5T 

TT Some academicians have pointed to the lack of properly trained teachers of 
English in many of the institutions under these boards. (f^|i f’Wff^PT ^ GTPS'Ssf^ra 
vSjllW C^T srf^tTGTC ^GtfeGo 2 TR%vo Pp’iTGT't ^5TGI<t f^tGP ^vo 

^C^C^Tl) If that is so then it is the system that is at fault and not the student, (^f^ - vot^ 
5 ?jvoC^ ipfc? fercTra' >im>ij| ^gt^?t?ii) So what is the academic future of the almost 51 
percent of young people from Comilla (vof^ 2fT?J <2b x tv5R x T vd^ct^ «q^TG5%^ 

vsQ^lJ<5. %?) who have failed their HSC? (*TM voTC^ ig^rofsrGS 3C?JC^) 

It is disturbing to know that of the examinees who scored GPA 5 around 74 percent are 
from Dhaka. (^f& GstGT (Ji sm 48 x tvof° x r a cnc?rc5 fptt^ 

This points to the huge gap in the quality of education between Dhaka and 
the rest of the country. (^)f& HTf \3 GtC'M NGJ7 m^tvo *TRi703<T f% x tM 

^fGTJ^f^iTPt ^G^l) 

The Education Ministry obviously has a lot of work ahead, (f^psrr Maj^nc^ oi<s<iv 3 ^TmGT 
vsrGT^^PSf ^rrc^l) One of its major tasks is to find out the underlying causes of the 
underperformance of students in other districts and vigorously upgrade the quality of 
education in these areas. SWPT ^jf[j gsmT?j ftaMlcrra' ^rf^pGT^ 

f G5i Gt?I ^ ^PTO ?TPT ^W?TGT GSmtTGTt^TGt TT l) 

Only then will the new evaluation method pay off.(G3^T vo'4^ ?p£?r ‘ 5> Pjh% ^TSfTL 

^Gtl) 

Thursday, "July 27,2017" 

Editorial / #The_Dailv_Star 


PM's advice to the DCs (f^TOTT 

Bureaucracy needs protection from political influence (^n^PTPocsj'^ 
C4G^ ^WT STGTPSkT) 
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The prime minister has asked the deputy commissioners to take a stand against 
corruption. (srirrH r^rrrtrgtrcr; f%R^ RfeTCRTR vshIrcrc^r) 

We welcome this instruction being timely and appropriate. (^JTRRT RRRRvo V3 ^ 

iRORRIW "RTRvd v^fRt^l) However, we are constrained (R1^C5TR>, ^tRTOTR ^IrM^I 
to point out that there is usually a gap between such directives and its 

implementation due to various reasons. (Pifes RRRCR RRCRR fRWTtR#' RR^ RR 
RR3RTRRRCR7 RTRtRTvo RR# ijR* RCRC5 1) We notice with some concern (vuR<tl fR^T&T 
tisC^cRR RTCR r>1r) the gradual erosion of the institution of bureucracy. (RRTRCR 
R<jRffR vxiRrilvoGEfR vu<]oiKb i) Over the past few years, (Rvo R>CRR Ri>R RCR,) its efficiency 
has deteriorated, (RR RlfRRvoR RTRTR RCRC5,) which is not entirely the fault of civil 
servants alone. (RT c.r<m RRRRfR RJRRTCRR^ CRTR RRl) Rather, the politicisation of the 
service has taken precedence over merit and efficiency, (RR°, RRTCR RT'3TtRfc>Rl<p><R 
CRRTR \3 R^voTR c&cr CR*tt RjRTfRRRR RT(T5,) and we are having to face the consequences 
Of that. (RR° RTROTRCR RR RfR°l%R RRg^R ^65 l) 

While corruption is definitely an important aspect, for the civil servants to work freely 
there is need for them to rise above political interference and pressure from different 
quarters. (r1r 3 ^fff% RJRRT^ ^R^fij 'QRRpR'f fRR, rrrtIr <r>?T<r>vol CRR Rt%R\RCR RRst 
RRTR vSRJ voTCRR RT3i(Rf%R RR° vgrotR TT CRCR RCRR %CRt ^C5 RCR |) 

They have to be guaranteed that ((vofOTR fR^^RvoT fRCvo RCR CR) they do not suffer for their 
impartiality when carrying out their duties and responsibilities. (voTCRR RtfR^ RR^ RRoRT 
RRR RRTR RRR voTRT voTCRR IrRCRRIRoTR WtJ CRR' CRTR RPjfRRtR RT (MCR l) Unfortunately, 
the multipronged pressure that (^TRT^CR, R^[ft FTRRT) the bureaucrats are subjected 
to, (vuRtiTCRR t5RR Rf^fCR CRRTRR,) and the undue political interference (RR^ ^sjRlfRo 
RTvSf(R%R> r?£(RTR) they have to contend with from all affiliates of the ruling party, 
(voTCRRCR RRvol^R RCRR RR RRCRT^tOTR RTCR 2f%#WT R^RC^ RR) mar the capability of 
the public servants to deliver. (RRRRfR rrrroTotr ^^rrrTcr Irr^trf r>cr crri) 

The problems faced at the local level of administration (^l^fR RRTCR RRTRCRR rrrjI'qIr 
OTR f RTR) was starkly demonstrated («s#aTCR RCRf%R) in the recent case of the 

UNO of Barguna, Sadar Tariq Salman. (RTRR%R RR'SRT RRCRR ^t5RRV3 RTfRRRTRRTCRR 
RTjRTR,) We wonder what would have happened to this civil servant had the prime 
minister not intervened personally. (rjTrrT rtprr R^ cr ^ rrrrIr rrr^oTR RCvoT, rIr 
RRRR ft RTlwRvo^TCR RSCRTR RT RRvo l) 

While we appreciate the prime minister urging (RJTRRT rrr - sfRRR^fR Rf% ojlRqfR' vsnfRCR 
RR^RT R^fR) members of the bureaucracy to deliver, (RJTRRToGEfR RRR7CRR RRRRTR R^RCvo,) 
we feel it is equally important to equip them adequately (RITRRT RCRR^R voTCRR 
RRtRR^TCR rRjsivo RRT rrIrvsTCR 'SR^ff) and give them the protection from political 
power groups (RR° voTGTR RT3T(!R%R> RCRR -r^rvoI CRCR fRCvo) so that they may 
discharge their duties without fear or favour. (RTCvo voTRT v^R RT RHR ^tv5T voTCRR RtlRW 

RRRR5RCVO RTCRI) 

Friday, "July 28,2017 
Editorial / #The_Daily_Star 
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Woes of two cities RRRR ijCaTR) 

Stop the blame game and deliver on promises (RTRTRR RRTR RRTvdT rrt <psm i£1R* 
2f%£F% rrtr rrh) 

Heavy rains combined with traffic congestion brought the capital to a grinding halt on 
Wednesday as city dwellers went through untold sufferings to reach their destination 
wading through knee- to waist-deep water. (;§TrfR>R WTRR RTCR valft ft%RTo ^rrr 

RTSTRrlf Go viJjbHM^TR R?Rf^GTT R^GT RRRR RTfR^TTRR ^5RR%R RGaTCRR RRT fRR 

voTRR R^RT5GT CRfeTGTTR vSKtj Rf^-R>|?R-RftR RlfRR RRTfRR RG3 RRfWGTTi)The story 
is the same in Chittagong where the situation is so bad that waterlogging in the past 
couple of days has the streets resembling lakes with people commuting in boats. 
(^£rrc?r\3 ^r^ ^r^t crrtgt rQR*R> ^ rtrtr r Rvd r^rr^rgtr ^tr^^otr 

vSFTRRR RJR RTRR R^RC^ V3 RTRTRTCRR 'SRJ GRtR^SR GTTRR RRRTR l) 

Waterlogging is nothing new of course but residents of Dhaka and Chittagong have 
reached their limit. (^hN^vdI RgR R&RT rr voR UTRR V3 ^jsttrr RTfWrfRT v5TRR 

^IrTGo c*ff®®i) Additionally, this year the rainfall was excessive. (tSRRg, £^R^R^1% 
%T^jvojfRRn) But the problem is not rainfall alone; (f%^ rrrjI cw ^f% RR;) it is the 
dysfunctional storm-water drainage management system in both the cities. (»£)1 t? \§\5?r 
RRRR rrt vbj<M^f<^<i rritr-rTtr IrWrr- Wi’RT l) This is the result of rivers, canals and 
other water retention areas being filled up in the name of development and clogged with 
solid waste making it nearly impossible for the rainwater runoff to go anywhere. 

R^t, rft \3 ^rjtrj riIr rr rtrtr wrRRT'afo ^rrcrr fttcpt ^f& rr ^r^ r^r rw Irr 

V5j|l3<t>T RG5C5 R1R R^R2P%Go CRRR vSTTRRTR <rft?l RlfR siRTR 2fTR RFTSR l) Tinkering with 
nature will invite its wrath, (2f<F%R RRCR^TT voTR G3RRGR RTP5TTR 'SffRTGTT RR) each time 
with greater vengeance. (sfRRR^ rrt grfRGTTRRRTRl) 

WASA, the two city corporations, Water Development Board, and all the other authorities 
responsible for providing a well-managed network of storm-water drainage system 
must immediately end the blame game and come together to address issues such as 
expanding pumping facilities and clearing the canals. (v3RTRT, ^f^^RRCRTRRR, 

Witt rt® ^r^ rjrjtrj crtrtrr rrtr srtvoT rrt r^r Irgo rr 

>iR° TUTT RfTR %PTT RR ^1R# GT&V3RTR GfRTR RR sjfRRT 

gprffRvo >3 vsrthr RfRWRRRRR Rvo fRRR^f^ <s&gs rtrTcrcTTrrgo rri) The illegal 
grabbing of water retention areas also needs to end and for that we need an effective 
monitoring system in place. (RtfR r$;rrpcTR rt(RrrriM&r^r fRPprRRT stri^tr 
^r vsrj ^rmrcTR oqR# ttw rrcrsrt rtr^t strict i) 

Furthermore, experts' suggestions and the Detailed Area Plan (DAP) need to be 
implemented without any political favour (^sjfRRRg, fRORRG^R RRTPPf £R^ fwtfRvo iP^TTRT 
rQr-sMI (%afR) GTtRv3 RT3T(Rrf%R; ^ ^T\5TRR3RTRR RRT £|RT'3 kT) so that whatever is 
left of our water bodies can be salvaged. (RTGo RJMRR CRR> RTRff% rr RTR v5T 

^TR RRT RGo RTR l) Although we are heartened by the comment of the LGRD and 
Cooperatives Minister that there will no longer be any waterlogging from next year, 

(r1rv3 ^5JT?RT £c^3T3JR% v 3 ^RRTR ?#(PR R^RTR RTRTR RR Rlf% R RRR W 
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o?JW srra <?TPF<7T <TT,) we cannot help but say that we have heard such 

platitudes before, ?rr ^T(c^ ?r?r csr ^ <P3^7 ^jm^r ^ncn\3 <&(srfk 1 ) The 

only way to gain public confidence is by delivering results. vjjI^Ri’TPT 

^rrc^ ^c^rr ^rrc^ <rra<rr?R wr 1 ) 


Saturday, "July 29,2017" 
Editorial/ #The_Daily_Star 


Money speaks ^m^I) 

Hospitals can't be a sanctuary for crooks and criminals (vSjTTRH^ <3^ vSkTJ 

^miflvoT^T ^5JWt^Tj W m) 

Criminals finding sanctuary in hospitals on health grounds (^cw fe%Cvo 3PT‘ ; TIW(< ; T 
‘fC'ST ‘5TtV3?iT ^raTfl^) are setting a precedent for the justice system in 
Bangladesh. (^^TTCPTCT^ f%Ff^ 1) The latest incident to 

emerge occurred in the Chittagong Medical College Hospital (CMCH), ^u^ifD 

^smr c^Tfec^^T ^T^T'^TTvoTC^T involving an accused in a 

cocaine-haul case who spent nine months in a VIP cabin of the hospital shortly after his 
arrest in January 2016. (^ob^^nc^ vSfP^#(vo <^<^KUli3<t> ?TT?Mm vSiftbvo RfRsm 
^5j%csncn CSppvoT^ ^ vSJl^lftdl C^f%(5T ?T?I 7TPT 

ojfvo<iif$vo ^(^C5?ri) Obviously money played a part in it. (^f%vo^ 'gf?j<r>l 

As The Daily Star reported on Thursday, four doctors of the hospital were made OSD as 
punishment for their involvement in the matter, after it was brought to the attention of 
the health ministry. <^#T f^c^Ttl?MT ^TT^TGra 

^n\3vof?r ^ ^^ToTc^ v5iv3n^c^ voTg^ mc?r cqrft 

>il<ij^ x tT% %src^ \ 3337 % 3GJC5 l)This is an appreciable step considering that 
instances of doctors being punished for wrongdoing are quite scarce. (\5T3^0 t^ 
f$c>Tc^ 3f^ 3 ^ f$c?T(^ f^c^rr m ^raTftGi<t 

x tT% cqv3?JT5?Jl) But it was a punishment for granting VIP treatment to a patient who 
didn't deserve it, not for allowing him to lengthen his stay in the hospital, which is, of 
course, the bigger problem and should be taken cognizance of. (f^ 3f& f^sri^f 

ci\3?im 3^f& nrfe f%^r vor^ srmj f%^r m, vorc^ ^ku 

^(V=> (W3?I1<7 vSkIJ ?T?r, W >1M>IJI 3^ 3T>T ^CTT^ Mf 1 ) That 

convicts and suspected criminals would even think of hospitals as a way out of their 
punishment is unthinkable, and quite alarming. 3^ ^rat^Ts 

gst v 5 Tc^ nrfe csrcas ^^fT?r ngt ^ ?rr 3^ gpt 1) 

Earlier this year, we were shocked to know that similar hospital privileges were 
extended to two top criminals in Dhaka-the first was allowed to avoid jail time for 18 
months while the second for 20. (3<7 ^ncn 3 ^<3 CvstGT f^f%o ^rf% gt UTTO ^ 
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%f ^TRRTftR vSkTF >3R^ ij<TRR RrRRRTR ^RTR RtvRRT ^R^RTt, RT STRRvSiRR ^RJ bb- 

rtcrr ^r^ f%#R vsirr ^ ^o rtcrr <M<ji^fe<j ^rtr r^r fRRf%RTT i) 

The continuation of this situation means existing laws for criminals with health issues, 
especially those related to hospital treatment, need a revision. ^R^R ^tcvo RRR 
rtr ^nmjI'sIrr ^rrc^r ^TRRTlitRR vsrj Ir^nir ^crr, fRCRR r^r 

^TC^T 3R9ff^vo j ^r# ^cRTrr sTRmRi) While we acknowledge the 
rights to basic amenities of the convicts and those under trial, nothing gives them the 
right to escape punishment and cause danger to the society again. (r1rv3 ^hrrT 
^rorftoTT <3R^ fRFrcRR ^t^tsrr rtIrr; ^rtr-sjIrrt \3 ^jfRRRR r#, rrr 

voTRR *11% RR^ vSRJI^fo V3 ^5JRTR RRTCvSTR fRRR ^jfRRRR RRRT) 

Editorial #The_Dailv_Star 
Sunday, "July 30,2017" 


Shifting exam venue for AL meeting ^CRR RvsR wu R<JbTT R>^ ^hl>a<q) 

A flagrant disregard for students' interests (^IRRR RTC?f PiuIrR ^RRRT/^RWt) 

It is absurd that a master's exam centre at a college in Gazipur was shifted without prior 
notice to let the local branch of Awami League hold a public meeting in the college 
premises, R RP^f^RR RRRTCvSTR RR&TR R#RRR RRJ ^ RTf^T 

^Tv5l$ R5R ^JT\3Rlff ^CRR ^tR X TTR R^RTvSi SfRtR vSR^R RJTRmRR5Rl) 

How would the college administration have ensured that none of the examinees had 
been left uninformed about the change beforehand? (R^RPSi SPTTRT #teTR f^&vo ^R 
RTR R R^ ^ rQrvdh vuv&l vo rr?) This is a flagrant disregard 

for students' interests that any educational institution is duty-bound to protect, (^ft? 
1RR0TR RTC?R VSRJ <3R^ RR RRv^T RT <m\ RRT R RTT3 f^Wt 2[1%%T(TR RRpTlR 
RlfRC5R RR7 RRl) 

An educational institution is supposed to be used for educational purposes only. (^R>f[j 
fW 2f%tTR RRRRTR fWTRvo ^RTRIJ R7R5TR 5V3RR RRTl) How could an outside 
meeting outweigh a crucial educational event like a public exam? (fRp^TR ^R^RI^RR 
RvR ^R# RlRpKb R#faRR Rvo RvoJ^ 'QR^£f f^P^RRRRR^RR RRV3 R% 'QR^jf ^65 
RTR?) Had the college been closed, the meeting could have been allowed to take place. 
(R>RPST rrt RR>RT, wf v>j^vo ^(vo RV3RT RR RRvo l) It was not only open but 

also reserved for a crucial exam. (i3f& 'Q*JRTR CRTR1^f%RRT ^R^^sjvoj^ 'QR^-^fff 
RffcrTR vsrj\3 rrI^vo f%RRi) As many as 1,600 students were poised to sit for the 
exam at Bhawal Badre Alam Government College, but had to take their exam in different 
centres. (^Tv3rrt rrr ^jrtr rrrrIr rrtc^t R#RR vsrj b^oo frorff r^cvo rrI^rr, 
fR^ RWfRCvo V5TRR R#5TT fR(?o 5R l) 

We appreciate the fact that the meeting was later postponed, but it was too late and the 
students had still to go to the changed venues. (^rfRRT sprrt R>fR R fMkfi? ^Po RRT 
3R%R, fw ^ ^R Rft 3R fRRf^H ^tROTR vovo^R rQr^vd RffaR Rvg#Co 
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C^TCvo 3<Tl%cTri) Even as the exam venue was shifted in nearby schools and colleges, if 
the event had continued, it would have disrupted the exam process. 

fwRC5T ^CoTCvST 3CTT, fej'GHlfD ^Tt^vo Rffw vo(^ 

siferrc^ <rr* *trsra <mv) l) It was originally not just an unethical decision but also 
a reckless one. (iqfi? %T *TT c^rcaTTO f%(cTT I) 

The fact that the event was permitted in the first place highlights the helplessness of 
the college authorities in the face of such demands from the local wing of the ruling 
party. 8W7T GST ^TGT^5JcjC?TTfw%T^TT^N voI^Ih ^1%JPfoT C^TC^ »3 

ilRisi ^[C^IT'gf^r vjctt *tc^) It also demonstrates a tendency 

among local ruling party members to treat every government property as their own. (^f& 

nc«jt v5Tgt<t %rrc^ f^c^rr 

smtT I) 

Editorial / #The_Dailv_Star 
Monday, "July 31,2017" 


Wantonness of some ruling party cadres GTR^Tf^T) 

Enough should be enough (^rc^^crrc^) 

We are waiting for the day when the actions of the ruling party appendages make the 
news for the right, rather than the wrong reasons as is frequently the case nowadays. 
(v>jm<]r ^mvoi^Ih tt%t *iT<tTc?f<j c^cn vstcttt 

The level of immorality that has now been reached, as was made evident by the most 
depraved actions of the Bogra town Sramik League convener Tufan Sarkar and his 
cohorts, demand the immediate attention of the party leaders before such deeds 
become the norm. %?t<J WtW v^pTT voLT 

^rfwr^r ^c?i f^rc?ic5 c?r vsi&rf^wra ?rr^r crfc^c^, 

^ ^c?i gtoTott vor^f^ ngttcsjm 1) 

A major problem society faces today is simply the predictable results of turning a blind 
eye to the misdeeds of those affiliated with powerful quarters over the years, 

m ^gt?t ^ <c?j ^Tf^rr^t ^rrc^r 

which includes the extreme perversion that such individuals and groups perpetrate with 
the belief that they can literally get away with just about anything. (^n"E??r?T c^t^lt-lQvoT^ 

*TC*JT ^GT m <te V3 T^T VOTG^ ^GI (TTC5T GJ C^TT ^GI 

ntfts <gtgp g!c& ?rmi) 

That is the only thing that explains the impudence of Sarkar, who abducted a female 
student from her home, raped her and then asked his party cadres and a woman 
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councillor to make sure everything was hushed up. at wi® ^voT 

ajrajr am voT^ <rr% cam wnftm ^raaaa a^ca «gc?r vsrm #f a^ca «gV* vsraaa 

vofa aGTa a#(?Ta ^^v5kT Trf^orr <M'Sf<$'M'Sim foca aaf%l^ ataT-bTaT CaV3aT RPbvD 

a^ca) 

Shockingly, all his affiliates obliged by picking up the female student and her mother, 
torturing them for four hours and shaving their heads without a shred of conscience or 
shame, (^jvoj^ mafevSH4> mca v5Ta arm laca aca votcaa 

ftaivH mi?r^ lacaa^a ar t^fcvaBid^vo votcaa arar camara caara wa v5Ta aa^? 
aacar^ar arfti) 

The fact that the police have arrested some of the culprits is a positive step towards 
ensuring justice and we hope that the law is allowed to run its course without any 
interference. a^caa^ra araarffcaa csrama aaac^: at anaca ajra faara faf’W 
ama WtJ ^a# $fto<||ba mTC^a V4lNdl arPTT a# (a GPTT3 fabla 

baca1) 

However, it is high time for the ruling party leaders to address the dangerous reality that 
some of its party members have become a nuisance for society, a torment for the 
citizenry, and a danger to the party, (aca a>Mv)l^la a#a camera fa^^ma amaar 
cararcaar ama maj ^a# aaa, ca anfDa fa^ w aarcma mai a>R>a<], 
arafaa^cra mai a^°rr, raf&a faacaa aaaa ^ca ^c5o$ 1 ) 
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